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LA PCG Attends Special Webinar for Women-Owned Businesses 
 

24 June 2020, Los Angeles – The 
Philippine Consulate General in 
Los Angeles took part in a webinar 
hosted by the Tory Burch 
Foundation entitled “Reinvention 
and the State of Small Business” 
with guest speakers Michelle 
Sourie Robinson, President & 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Michigan Minority Supplier 
Development Council; Geri 
Stengel, President of Ventureneer; 
and Nina Vaca, Chairperson, and 
CEO of the Pinnacle Group, one of 
the fastest-growing women-owned 
business in the United States.  
 
The webinar, which was 
moderated by Laurie Fabiano, 
President of the Tory Burch 
Foundation, discussed several 
important issues affecting women-
in-minority-owned businesses. 
 
The speakers discussed how the 
downturn can be an opportunity 
for new businesses to be creative 

and reinvent because economic shocks such as the present one open up their ability to 
serve and provide products in the supply chain.  The speakers stressed the importance 
of diversification and creating diverse streams of income and a diverse customer base, 
things that should be included in a small company’s contingency plans. 
 
They also drew attention to the diversity movement that is growing today and how it can 
be opportunity for firms to pivot and reevaluate who they are and what they are about. 
They underscored data from studies that show that having a diverse board and diverse 
supply chain creates profitability and is not just a nice thing to do but a good business 
decision.  
 
The speakers now see a huge upsurge of interest in diversity programs and stressed that 
collectively until everyone is given an opportunity, none will succeed as they can. 
They called out to corporations who want to invest in diversity and stressed that the best 
way to ensure sustainable growth within minority communities is for corporations to 
provide opportunities for women in minority-owned firms to compete for their business 
and allow these firms to thrive and cultivate a long term relationship with them that will 
impact the minority communities to which they belong in the long term. 
 
Post’s GAD Focal Point Officers, Consul Dyan Kristine B. Miranda-Pastrana and Ms. 
Hazel Manahan-Mendoza attended the webinar on behalf of the Consulate General.  
END. 

(Clockwise from top) Webinar moderator, Laurie Fabiano; guest 
speakers, Geri Stengel, Michelle Sourie Robinson and Nina 
Vaca. 


