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YAAN 2010: TAGUMPAY NG BAYAN

A Resolution proclaiming the month of June as Philippine Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon hosted a
Independence Month was presented by the Los Angeles City Reception at the Philippine Consulate General on 11 June
Council on 11 June 2010 to the Filipino-American Community 2010 for the members of the Consular Corps, U.S.

in Los Angeles. government officials and Filipino-American community

Photo shows Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon leaders and members.

receiving the Resolution from Los Angeles City Council

President Eric Garcetti (4" from left) and Councilmember Jose Photo shows Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon
Huizar (3 from left). Also in photo is Los Angeles Filipino accepting a Proclamation from the Board of Supervisors of
Association of City Employees (LAFACE) president, Ms. Cora the L.A. County represented by the Deputy Chief of
Aragon Soriano. Protocol Ms. Lourdes Saab.

Left photo shows the officers and staff of the Philippine Consulate General as they pose for a souvenir photo prior to the
Independence Day Reception. Right photo shows Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon with Walnut City Mayor Pro Tem
Antonio fAiTonyo Cartagena
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MESSAGE OF TIMEESIDENT

It is my pride and honor to lead a great nation as we
commemorate the 112" Anniversary of the Declaration of
Philippine Independence.

In our exercise of democracy and strong political
participation, we pay homage to the sacrifice and struggle of
our forefathers and reaffirm our commitment to preserve the
freedom and democracy that they valiantly fought for.

In strengthening our governa nce reforms and protecting
our political institutions, we uphold the courage and patriotism
exemplified by the heroes of the revolution.

As we continue to beat the odds and demonstrate strong
macroeconomic fundamentals, we pass on a bright and
progressive future to our children.

The theme for this year& commemoration /Kalayaan
2010: Tagumpay ng Bayan,0 underscores the boldness and
perseverance that each one of us has to live by to deserve our
liberty.

The Filipino-American community has been a source of
pride for many Filipinos. Your individual success and collective
strength embody this boldness of spirit and a persevering and
dedicated heart.

I thank you for your continued commitment to promote
the Philippinesdrich heritage and for your unstin ting support
for the achievement of Philippine development goals.

As you walk the road towards becoming a more robust
and responsible pillar in mainstream America, | call on each
one of you to foster greater camaraderie, exercise strong
advocacy and internalize the lessons of our nation®
independence.

Mabuhay ang Pilipinas at ang diwa ng kalayaan!

GLORIA MA’?APKE?B—ARROYO

(/ President of the Philippines
June 2010, Manila

MESSAGE OF TEHIECRETARY OF FOREIGN AF

One hundred and twelve years ago, Filipinos in Kawit, Cavite
took a stand for independence and proclaimed themselves a Republic.
On that afternoon of 12 June 1898, the fight for independence and

nationhood planted the eds of a vibrant democracy vigilantly
guarded by the heirs of the Philippine Revolution.

A month ago, Filipinos trooped to the polls to make a stand for
Dr awi

their childrenbs future.
democracy, Filipinos in overwheing numbers voted in the first
automated elections in our

Today, the dream of our forebears and our own aspirations are
joined in the success of the 2010 National Elections and bound by the

common goal of unity in order to build a greatd prosperous nation.

nat.

remember the millions of heroic Filipinos overseas who persevere in
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We pay tribute to the heroes of the Philippine Revolution and

selfsacrifice for God, country and family.

instill s in
courage, wisdom and sacrifice.
loyalties, regional identities and social classes separating us and

This yearOorsAl ADAAE, T uTd
i us a spirit of tri
This same spirit bridges political

moves our fate as a nation.

democracy. At the cusp of the peaceful succession of political

Here and abroad, Filipinos lebrate the success of Philippine

power, the dedicated men and women of our Philippine foreign
service, guided by the three pillars of foreign pdiayational
security, economic diplomacy araksistance to nationélgenew
their commitment to harness the full potentials of diplomacy to
advance the interest of every Filipino and of our nation in the world
community.

Mabuhay ang Inang Bayan! Mabuhaygrilipino!

\ y o]
QL Gttt
ALBERTO G. ROMULO

Secretary of Foreign Affairs

12 June 201Pasay City

MESSAGE OF TEBBNSUL GENERAL

our

I am happy to extend my cordial felicitations to all
kababayans in Southern California, Southern

Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas as we once
again celebrate the anniversary of our national freedom.

organizations in

Allow me to commend the diverse Filipino American

Southwestern United States for

steadfastly organizing various activities year after year to

commemorate

the birth of our nationhood and

emergence as free citizens of a strong and mature

republic. All these ce

lebrations highlight our pride and

identity as a distinct people especially in the midst of the
ethnic and cultural melting pot of mainstream America.

celebrations .

Let us embody in our l'ives t

Kalayaan 2010: Tagumpay ng Bayan

highl ights the character of our freedom as the collective
achievement and accountability of our people, both of
the past and of the present. Let the current and future

generations carry on the valor, greatness and honor our

forebears exhibited as the struggled
dignityof the Filipino people,

for the liberty and
confident that these

cardinal virtues will unfailingly provide us a guiding light
as we continue our march towards stronger national

solidarity and more sustainable development

and

progress.
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Mabuhay po k. ayo! Mabuhay ang Pilipinas!
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OVERSEAS ABSENTEE VOTING

COMELEC CONDUCTED TRAINING FOR THE 10 M
ELECTIONS

The Commission on Election of the Philippines, headed by Co|
Armando Velasco, inpasation with the Philippine Consulate Ger,
Los Angeles hosted the Training on the Conduct of Overseas
Voting, Counting and Canvassing for the Purpose of the 201
Elections on 4B March 2010 at the Wilshire Plaza Hotel, Las
California.

Members of the Special Board of Canvassers (SBOC), Spe
Election Inspectors (SBEI), and Special Ballot Reception an
Group (SBRCG) from the different Embassies and Consulate
based in North and South America, wiocevemissioned by f{
COMELEC to serve during the 10 May 2010 elections, particip,
the threelay seminar.

Echo training for tmembers SBOC, SBEI and SBR@@e other
Philippinerbassies ar@nsulate wemmnducteth preparation for th
May201Celections.
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MAY 2010 ELECTIONS
—FEE

Photo shows Mr. Christian Renen Esteban (riglitp became the first
overseas absentee voter to personally deliver his ballot on 10 A
2010. With Mr. Esteban are the members of the Special Be
Reception and CustgdGroup (SBRCGA total of 11,975and-based

overseas absentee votemsere registered with the Consulate for the
2010 elections. Five hundred (500) ballots, both delivered persor
and by mail, were appreciated on the first day of the election period
the SBRCG

=

Officials and staff of the Philippine Consulate General in Los Ang
manually counted the 3,609 ballots received from Overseas Absel
Voters (OAV) from Southern California, Southern Nevada, Arizona,
Mexico and Texas. The counting of ballgtkK A OK 6 S3t y |
in the morning of Monday, 10 May 2010 (7 penPhilippine time),
02y O0f dZRSR i pYnn 2Q0f201 Ay il

A total of seven (7) Special Board of Election Inspectors (SBE
precincts were constitutedat accomplish the task ehanually counting
the ballots.

Photo above shows Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon, w
also thechairman of the SBEI #1, redaly from Mr. Elias Balawag
Chairman, Special Board of Reception and Custody Group (SBRCC
ballot boxes which contains more than 500 ballots and other count
paraphernalia prior to counting. Also in photo are Ms. Anna Liza-Si
Salvador and Mr. Edmund Gidava. both members of SBEI #1.


mailto:losangelespcg@earthlink.net
http://www.philippineconsulatela.org/
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H.E. BENIGNO SIMEON COJUANGCO AQUINO Il
THELS"PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

Inaugural Speech of
President Benigno Simeon C. Aquino llI

will dedicate my life to making our democracy reach its
fullest potential : that of ensuring equality for all. My
family has sacrificed much and | am willing to do this
again if necessary.

Although | was born to famous parents, | know and feel
the problems of ordinary citizens. We all know what it is
like to have a government  that plays deaf and dumb. We
know what it is like to be denied justice, to be ignored by
those in whom we placed our trust and tasked to become
our advocates.

Have you ever been ignored by the very government you
helped put in power? | have. Have you had to endure
being rudely shoved aside by the siren  -blaring escorts of
those who love to display their position and power over
you? | have, too. Have you experienced exasperation and
anger at a government that instead of serving you, needs

to be endured by y ou? So have I.

| am like you. Many of our countrymen have already

voted with their feet - migrating to other countries in
President Benigno Simeon Aquino Il takes his oath before SearCh, of .change (,)r .tranqumty. They have, endured
Supreme Court Associate Justice Conchita Carpio -Morales as the hardship, risked their lives because they believe that
Philippin es6 15th President during  the inaugural ceremony at the compared to their current  state here, there is more hope
Quirino Grandstand, Rizal Park in Manila Wednes day (June 30) . for them in another country, no matter how bleak it may
Looking on are (from left) former president Fidel Ramos, former be. In moments when | thought of only my own welfare, |

president Joseph Estrada, Presidential Sister Kris Aquino -Yap and,

also wondered - is it possible that | can find the peace
Father Catal ino Arevalo, (holding the Holy Bible) P P

and quiet that | crave in another country? Is our
govern ment beyond redemption? Has it been written that

Note: President Benigno S.  C. Aquino 1l has been sworn the Filipinods lot is merely to

in at noon of 30 June 2010, at the Luneta Grandstand.
He delivered his speech mostly in Pilipino. Below is the

S . Today marks the end of a regime indifferent to the
transcript in English.

appeals of the people. It is not Noynoy who found a way.
You are the reason why the silent suffering of the nation
is about to end. This is the beginning of my burden, but
if many of us will bear the cross we will lift it, no matter
how heavy it is.

His Excellency Jose Ramo s Horta, Former President
Fidel V. Ramos, Former President Joseph Estrada,
Senate President Juan Ponce Enrile and members of the
Senate, House Speaker Prospero Nograles and members
of the House, justices of the Supreme Court, members of
the foreign delegat ions, Your Excellencies of the
diplomatic corps, fellow colleagues in government, aking
mga kababayan.

Through good governance in the coming years, we will
lessen our problems. The destiny of the Filipino will
return to i ts rightful place, and as each year passes, the
Filipinods probl ems wi || contin

. assurance of progress in their lives.
My presence here today is proof that you are my true prog

strength. | never expected that | will be here taking my
oath of office before you, as your presid ent. | never
imagined that | would be tasked with continuing the
mission of my parents. | never entertained the ambition

to be the symbol of hope, and to inherit the problems of

our nation.

We are here to serve and not to lord over you. The
mandate given to me was one of change. | accept your
marching or ders to transform our government from one
that is self -serving to one that works for the welfare of
the nation.

This mandate is the social contract that we agreed upon.
It is the promise | made during the campaign, which you
accepted on election day.

| had a simple goal in life: to be true to my parents and
our cou ntry as an honorable son, a caring brother, and a
good citizen.

campaign we said, ol f

During the
| be poor.o6 That i s-ito me

My father offered his life so our democracy could live. My one wil

mother devoted her life to nurturing that democracy. |
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is the defining principle that will serve as the foundation
of our administration.

Our foremost duty is to lift the nation from poverty
thro ugh honest and effective governance.

The first step is to have leaders who are ethical, honest,
and true public servants. | will set the example. | will
strive to be a good model. | will not break the trust you
have placed in me. | will ensure that this, too, will be the
advocacy of my Cabinet and those who will join our
government.

I do not believe that all of those who serve in our
government are corrupt. In truth, the majority of them
are honest. They joined government to serve and do
good. Starting today, they will have the opportunity to
show that they have what it takes. | am counting on
them to help fight corruption within the bureaucracy.

To those who have been put in positions by unlawful
means, this is my warning: we will begin earning back
the trust of our people by reviewing midnight
appointments. Let this serve as a warning to those who
intend to continue the crooked ways that have become
the norm for too long.

To our impoverished countrymen, starting today, your
government will be your ¢ hampion.

We will not disregard the needs of our students. We will
begin by addressing the glaring shortage in classrooms
and educational facilities.

Gradually, we will lessen the lack of infrastructures for
transportation, tourism and trade. From now o n,
mediocre work will not be good enough when it comes to
roads, bridges, and buildings because we will hold
contractors responsible for maintaining their projects in

good condition.

We will revive the emergency employment program
established by former P resident Corazon Aquino. This
will provide jobs for local communities and will help in
the development of their and our economy.

We will not be the cause of your suffering or hardship.

We will strengthen collections by the Bureau of Internal

Revenue and we will fight corruption in the Bureau of
Customs in order to fund our objectives for the public

welfare, such as:

Quality education, including vocational education, so
that those who choose not to attend college or those who
cannot afford it can find di gnified livelihood;

Improved public health services such as PhilHealth for
all within three years;

A home for every family, within safe communities.
We will strengthen the armed forces and the police, not

to serve the interests of those who want to w ield power
with impunity, but to give added protection for ordinary
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folk. The armed forces and the police risk their lives
daily so that the nation can live in peace and security.
The population has doubled and yet their numbers
remain unchanged. It is not right that those who make
sacrifices are treated pitifully.

If there was a fertilizer scam in the past, today there will
be security for farmers. We will help them with
irrigation, extension services, and marketing their
products at the best possible pr  ices.

We are directing Secretary Alcala to set up trading
centers that will directly link farmers and consumers
thereby eliminating middlemen and opportunities for
corruption. In this way, funds can be shared by farmers
and consumers. We will make our co  untry attractive to
investors. We will cut red tape dramatically and
implement stable economic policies. We will level the
playing field for investors and make government an
enabler, not a hindrance to business. This is the only
means by which we can provi  de jobs for our people.

Our goal is to create jobs at home so that there will be
no need to look for employment abroad. However, as we
work towards that end, | am ordering the DFA, POEA,
OWWA, and other relevant agencies to be even more
responsive to the needs and welfare of our overseas
Filipino workers.

We will strengthen the process of consultation and
feedback. We will strive to uphold the constitutional
right of citizens to information on matters of public
concern.

We relived the spirit of people power during the
campaign. Let it take us to good and effective
governance. Those who believe in people power put the
welfare of others before their own.

| can forgive those who did me wrong but | have no right
to forgive those who abused our people.

To those who talk about reconciliation, if they mean that
they would like us to simply forget about the wrongs that
they have committed in the past, we have this to say:
there can be no reconciliation without justice. When we
allow crimes to go unpunished, we give consent to their
occurring over and over again. Secretary de Lima, you
have your marching orders. Begin the process of
providing true and complete justice for all.

We are also happy to inform you the acceptance of Chief
Justice Hilario Davide of  the challenge of strengthening
and heading a Truth Commission that will shed light on
many unanswered issues that continue to haunt our
country.

My government will be sincere in dealing with all the
peoples of Mindanao. We are committed to a peaceful
and just settlement of conflict, inclusive of the interests
of all -- may they be Lumads, Bangsamoro or Christian.

We shall defeat the enemy by wielding the tools of
justice, social reform, and equitable governance leading
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to a better life. With proper gov  ernance life will improve
for all. When we are all living well, who will want to go
back to living under oppression?

If I have all of you by my side, we will be able to build a
nation in which there will be equality of opportunity,
because each of wus ful filed our duties
responsibilities equally.

and

After the elections, you proved that it is the people who
wield power in this country.

This is what democracy means. It is the foundation of

our unity. We campaigned for change. Because of this,

the Filip ino stands tall once more. We are all part of a
nation that can begin to dream again.

To our friends and neighbors around the world, we are
ready to take our place as a reliable member of the
community of nations, a nation serious about its
commitments a nd which harmonizes its national
interests with its international responsibilities.

We will be a predictable and consistent place for
investment, a nation where
wor ks. o

Today, | am inviting you to pledge to yourselves and to
our people. No one shall be left behind.

No more junkets, no more senseless spending. No more
turning back on pledges made during the campaign,
whether today or in the coming challenges that will
confront us over the next six years. No more influence
peddling, no more patronage politics, no more stealing.
No more sirens, no more short cuts, no more bribes. It is
time for us to work together once more.

We are here today because we stood together and
believed in hope. We had no resources to campaign other
than our common faith in the inherent goodness of the
Filipino.

The people who are behind us dared to dream. Today,
the dream starts to become a reality. To those among
you who are still undecided about sharing the common
burden | have only one question : Are you going to quit
now that we have won?

You are the boss so | cannot ignore your orders. We will
design and implement an interaction and feedback
mechanism that can effectively respond to your needs
and aspirations.

You are the ones who brought m e here - our volunteers
old, young, celebrity, ordinary folks who went around
the country to campaign for change; my household help
who provided for all my personal needs; my family,
friends, colleagues at work, who shared, cared, and gave
their support; my lawyers who stayed all hours to guard
my votes and make sure they were counted; and the
millions of Filipinos who prevailed, kept faith, and never
lost hope - | offer my heartfelt gratitude.

eve
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I will not be able to face my parents and you who have
brou ght me here if | do not fulfill the promises | made.

My parents sought nothing less, died for nothing less,
than democracy and peace. | am blessed by this legacy. |
shall carry the torch forward.

My hope is that when | leave office, everyone can say
th at we have traveled far on the right path, and that we
are able to bequeath a better future to the next
generation. Join me in continuing this fight for change.

Thank you and long live the Filipino people!

BIOGRAPHY OF

#&/* (10 4*.&0/ y/0:/0

Beni gno Simeon fiNoynoyo C. Aqui
vehicle for change, a perspective he formed edhyoimghfehe examples
by both of his parents.

In 1998, he ran for a seat in the House of Representatives and wo
serve as Congressman of the 2nd District of Tarlac until 2007.

In his nine years at the Lower House, Noynoy focusedaizitige rile of
legislator. He felt that there were already too many laws, and good ong
they seemingly lacked proper implementation. He concentrated on
that would help create opportunity rather than impose additicioathHmsel
who are already disadvantaged. He actively took part in budget del
ensure that government initiatives do address the plight of the peop
help the most.

His commitment to continue the legacy of his parents was esid
performance. In November 2004, he became Deputy House Speaker
he relinquished the post when he joined leaders of the Liberal Party (
for the resignation of President Gloria MaBapagaly o at t he
G a rscandal. To him, it was easier to give up the position than abanq
to hold accountable those who do wrong.

In May 2007, he ran for Senator and won, placing 6th in the national
chairs the Senate Committee on Local Governmentalsmdthie vice
chairperson of the Committee on Justice and Human Rights. He
determined to ensure that his key legislative initiatives would bear fru
them through until the end of his term.

However, fate had other plans for hipasEieg of his mother, former Preg
Cory Aquino, stirred a-boignant yearning for good leadership. Filipinos
walks of life, here and abroad, began to look at Noynoy as the new
better Philippines. The groundswell callingdauhifor President became
loud to ignore, and eventually overcame his reluctance.

hi s
in

I n
now

letter from prison
your hands. 0

many

Today, the people want the future back into their owd Naydsyawill not |
them down.

His critics say he merely trades on his good name and skeptics cor]
lightweight. Rivals accuse him of wrongdoing despite a clearly unblem
Noynoyds detractors havhmttheieefforts Ha
only allowed him to improve his popularity.

Noynoy is an economist by education, a lawmaker by vocation. He is g
history buff, marksman andasejht billiards sharpie. He is a loving broth
uncle, and a steaslf friend. He is also destined to be the one to finally
country towards a brighter future.

AfThere is no greater nation tha
Serve them with all your heart, with all your might and with allrnya@ut
Ninoy Aquino in a letter to his only son Noynoy.
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PCGLA STARTS PROCESSING e
APPLICATION S

-PASSPORT

Photo shows a Consulate staff assisting Rev. Nestor S. Ger
who applied for the ePassport on the first day

Effective 1 June 2010 the Philippine
Consulate General in Los Angeles began
accepting applications for ePassport from all
Philippine passport applicants. The ePassport
costs $60and processing timsdrom four

(4) to six (6) weeks
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The issuance of ePassports will allow the Philippines to o
worleclass consular services to its nationals.

Countries have greater confidence and acceptance of t
ePassportrgie it is enhanced with biometric technology.

Why is the ePassport more expensive than the current
passport?

The added security features of the ePassport are factored intc
production cost. Comparative prices of ePassports from diffe
countries, @ver, show that the cost of the Philippine ePasspc
is among the lowest in the world.

What other countries use ePassports?

ePassports are now being used in more than 60 countr
worldwide including the United States and six (6) ASE/
countries namehSingapore, Brunei, Malaysia, Thailand,
Cambodia and the Philippines.

| have a previously issued passport. Can | use it for travel as
long as it is still valid?

Yes. Previously issued passports (MRP -AfidR)joare valid

until their expiration. It goad practice to make sure your
passport is valid at least six months before intended date of tr
to avoid any inconvenience.

An ePasgpt has an embedded IC chip where the photograph .

and personal information of the bearer are stored in accordaht

with ICAO specifications.
What advantages does the Philippine ePassport offer?

The ePassport is highly secure.
reproduction and tampering.

Hence, it avoids passpbrtl
The ePassport database Fnature).

there be additional requirements needed for the
processing of ePassports?

None. Essentially, the requirements fqgaPpsscessing will
remain the same as that for the MRP. Personal appearanc
uired for the taking of biometrics (i.e., fingerprints, photo,

enhanced with Automated Fingerprint Verification System (A
that guards against multiple passport issuances to the s:
person and enhances imposter detection.

It facilitates fast clearance ofdraxalimmigration checks.
ePassports provide travellers benefits such as use of autom
border cl-gatranc,e aout ointat ed
passes, and faster travel arrangements with airlines.

For countries, the use of electronic pakspprogides better
border protection and security.

Why do we have to use ePassports now?

The MRP has the minimum ICAO standards in travel docum

VALIDITY OF GREEN (MRRP) PASSPORTS

The Philippine Consulate General in Los Ange
informs all Philippine passport holdersat all green
passports (nommachine readable passports) shg
remain valid until the stated date of expiry and wil
be acceptable to use abroad.

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ
mandates all ICAGmember countries to issue §
least Mabine-Readable Passports by 01 April 2010

Also, holders of green passpodse reminded to
renew their passports at least six months before
stated date of expiry.

to

Ac

while the ePassport is the world standard in travel docume
member of ICAO, the Philippines haesraational obligation to
enhance the security of its travel documents.

VISIT US AT:
WWW.PHILIPPINECONSULATELA.ORG




