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A %y A Allow me to heartily extend the fg
. Seasonds Greetings

¢ their loved ones in California, Nevads

!‘ ‘ { Arizona, New Mexico and Texas as thejg P

' 2 preparect meet with joyous anticipation S ——

the Yuletide Holidays. N 08 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, V.8 A. e

It isa testament to the resilience of Filipinos that f&3
are able to recapture the cheer of the Advent Season a
thank the Divine Providence for His grace, after succes
hurdling the challenges of another year, especially
braving the series ofagdties that beset our country ang
people.

PCGLA TOPPED OAV RE GISTRATION
IN THE U.S.

The Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles has toppe

As we join athristians around the world in the Philippine Foreign Service Posts in the United States and ple

celebration of this joyful occasion, let us return with digcond among all posts around the world by registering 13,

families and friends to the beauty, strength and inspiratiorP¥gerseas AbseatVoters (OAV) during the registration perioc

our traditions. Let us celebrateititeo§ the season with the  from 1 February to 31 August 2009, in preparation for the nati
distinct and festive color of our Filipino ways, hoping that 8Ftions scheduled on 10 May Z20&6. Consulate

tradition of giving would be worthy and acceptable offering®fgfonomically exceeded its 402 registrants in 2003 and 26;

the nativity of the AOne wﬁo(g)g §n8 meetgtal ?f ﬁ@Tsfmﬁ't% it rﬁcgr(?ﬁ% frog1 £003 18

This was according to latest figures released on
Maligayang Pasko at Manigong Badgmmy sa September 2009 by the Overseas Absentee Voting Secrete
Inyong Lahat! headed by Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Rafael Seguis. -
Philippine Consulate General in Hongadgped all posts
around the world by registering 24,573 overseas Filipinos.

ﬁﬁ% L aco - -
Y E N According to the OAV Secretariat, a total of 221,671 overs
Cdnsul Gener e . . . . . .

Filipinos registered in 2009 in all Foreign Service posts, brin
to 592,975 the total number of overseas absersepiatified
December 2009 to vote since the OAV Program started in 2003.

_ For this achievement, the Conssdaeralvould like to thank
VISIT US AT: all of the registrants under its jurisdiction for heeding their c
WWW.PHILIPPINECONSULATELA.ORG sense of duty to exercise their right of suffrage ary telp f

national destiny through a voice in the next elédtiens.
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Consulate General also expressed appreciation for the si
Filipino community organizations and its mass media pa
organizing its various mobile field registratioes@utaging

allkababayarts register across the Southwestern United £

MASS OFFERED FOR THE LATE
FORMER PRESIDENT CORY AQUINO

The Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles in
cooperation with the Office of Bishop Oscar Solis of
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles held a holy mass
on 4 August 2009 for the late former President
Corazon Cojuangco Aquino.

Bishop Oscar Solis with twenty priests
concelebrated the Memorial Mass held at St.
Basil 6s Catholic Church
Consulate) which was attended by more than 600
members of the Filipino-American community in
Los Angeles.

Bishop Solis, in his homily, paid tribute to the life,
works and sacrifices of President Aquino during her
term as president. He also recalled the support of
the nuns and priests to her during the Edsa
Revolution.

Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon, in her
remarks, praised President Aquino for being the
first woman President of the Philippines and in Asia
who helped transform our nation into a genuine
triumph of democracy.

A Book of Condolence was opened for members
of the Filipino-American community to pay tribute to
the former president.
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REMARKS GFONSUL GENERAL MARY JO BERNXREEDN
AT THE HOLY MASS FOR FORMER PRESIDRAZON C. AQUINO

{ 4 . Cathdli¢ Charch os Angeles
04 August 2009

There is a pall of darkness over our hearts tod&lge last glimmer of brightness
has passed from ounational treasureand we now feel the cold knowing we
will no longer feel tike warmth of that unmistakable presence.

This is a tremendous loss that we now together mourn. Former Presic
Corazon Cojuangco Aquino was more than a statesrBée. was an inspiration.
In life, Former President Aquino was faced with the tremendos& tf waging
a long and hard battle to restore justice and democracy in our country.

In her utter simplicity, conviction and piety, she shone during a benigh
period in our history when a dictatorship held our country in its grips.

Able to galvanize # support of Filipinos from all walks of life
she helped transform a trying moment for our nation into a genuine triumph
our democracy.

She became the first woman President in the Philippines addiia following a
peaceful, bloodless revolution.

It was a movement, distinguished by the color yellogwhich the world saw
with its own eyes and that inspired similar movements for full democcaitye
Velvet revolutionn Czechoslovakia arte orange revolutionn Ukraine.

It was during her adminisation that the 1987 Freedom Constitution wa
drafted and overwhelmingly approved the framework and bedrock of our
strong republic.

{KS &Gl @SR 2FF FLGaSyLiia G2 6SI1Sy
ensured the continuity of thelemocratic dealsand values we hold dear to oul
hearts.

Now, in death, former President Aquino looms large as an even bigger figur
democracy, one that our nation and the world will long remember.

b2¢g> F2N¥VSNI t NBAARSY( ! I dzA y 260 to Hé&
world and the entire human family.

She has moved on to meet her creator in the manner that she touched of
LIS 2 LX Scpéaacefulyd S &

In expressing his sympathiddnited States President Barack Obaszad "her
courage, determination, andhoral leadership are an inspiration to us all ar
exemplify the best in the Filipino nation."

Pope Benedict XVhailed former President Aquino for her "courageot
02YYAGYSYyl G2 FTNBSR2Y¢ YR GKSNI F.

President Gloia Macapagal Arroy&R S & ONXA 6 S
national treasur@®@® 2 6> F2 NIV SNJ t NB
shine in the eternal presence of the Almighty.

R F2NX¥SNJI t
AARSYd !|jd:

This is a brilliance from a gem unlike any oth®ne that leavests light in the
hearts of those whom she has touchetihis is the gem of a great womam
proud Filipino- named Corazon who will live forever in our hearts.

And in that knowledge, we are certain that the pall above our heads and he
will be dispekkd by the bright yellow of former President Aquino's memory.

Salamat at paalam po aming dating pangulong Aquino.
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BETTER THAN EXPECTED
PHILIPPINE EXPORT PERFORMANCE

FOR AUGUST 2009
(By the Philippine Trade and investment Office in Los Angeles)

Despite the economic difficulty facing some of its major
trading partners, the Phil
show better than expected month-on-month growth
performance of 4.87 percent from US$3.31 billion in July
to US$3.47 bilion in August 2009. Sustained
improvements in the next few months are expected and
may indicate better economic performance of the
Philippinesd markets that
export sector.
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However, there is still a lot of catching up to do
considering that year-on-year exports figures were still
down by 21 percent in August 2009 compared to
US$4.39 billion in the same period of 2008.

The electronicsi ndustry continued t
top dollar earner. For the period August 2009 exports of

the sector accounted for 59.27 percent of the
Philippineso tot al exports
Compared to July 2009, exports of electronics rose by

7. 45 percent . Many of t he
reported improvement in month-on-month value and
volume sales. The MOM growth in export value ranged
from a low of 3 percent to a high of 25 percent.

(o]

On the other hand, exports of garments and textiles
continued their downtrend by almost 18.84 percent year-
on-year in August 2009 vis-a-vis the same period last
year. Garments sales declined by 20.25 percent, while
the textile industry recorded a 4.75 percent drop in
exports.

A significant increase of 8.64 percent for exports of fine
jewelry from January to August 2009 compared to last
year has been recorded. This was due to continued
supply of silver jewelry and Philippines south sea pearls
to the world market, of which Hong Kong, Europe and
Japan were the top buyers.

Aggregate exports of major food products reached
US$1.06 billion from January to August 2009, declining
by 5.17 percent compared to exports of US$1.12 billion
for the same period in 2008. On a year-on-year basis
exports of major food products also dwindled by 17.31
percent with exports valued at US$134.78 million in
August, 2009 vis-a-vis exports of US$162.99 million in
August, 2008.

The declined in export of major food products can be
attributed to low volume of production or poor quality of
fresh fruit products attributed to the effect of various
typhoons that visited the Philippines in 2009.

P Rib-a-VisAdlglist 2008 2
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Shipments of marine and aquaculture products went
down by 18.79 percent year-on-year to US$60.43 million
in August 2009 and 7.25 percent year-to-date to
US$472.08 million in the first eight months of 2009.

Aggregate exports of tuna and shrimps and prawns, the
two major, exports of  marin /aqbyaculture roduc;}s
Bdcdlirii gofor ﬂeaég?eaa?ens ate>of 84 ﬁ@?c@n‘? hido S
reported declines of 12.70 percent and 0.14 percent,
respectively. Shrimps and prawns is considered a luxury
item and as such, is being affected by the global
recession while in tuna the decline is more on the

educe ‘é)ric rather than volume since ¢ tuna ist
considered & mﬂo&ty pFoc‘qut.o very or
The <count rydgnitierx wiong tharnessfin

August 2009 had remarkably increased by 17 percent to
US$73.3 million over July 2009 level of US$62.6 million.

The export earnings accounted for 2.1 percent share of
the total vUjiIippine exports during the month under
r ebvei e{D € uCp0 Ebfl/t Fay gnsr‘er e .02

share of 1.9 percent.

p

VTﬂé y@a‘?—éjn—yeﬁ berfoHngn%ez, Iik&Nﬁse, y%lbeld boisitR/é] :

as i

registered an 8.34 per%cgr}t %rorwth |61 rAuagl}JlS'Ea ZrOOSQ

Philippine exports of coconut products went down by
29.25 percent from US$88.31 million in August 2008 to
US$62.47 million in August 2009. Aggregate exports in
the first eight months of 2009 dropped to US$464.88
million from US$968.71 million in 2008. Combined
factors of low production volume and soft global price
contributed considerably to the decline in export
proceeds.

The global economic difficulty is still around as year-on-
year imports of Philippine major trading partners such as
US, Japan, China (mainland and HK SAR) and Korea for
abovementioned products have recorded significant
decline.

THE GREATEST GIFT THAT YOU CAN
SHARE

By: Manny V. llagan, Deputy Tourism Director, L.A.

Ever since the dawn of civilization, Christianity had faced
numerous hardships and trials every now and then.
Surviving each tribulation becomes a continuing saga of
victory and defeat, of tears and laughter and of rise and
fall recorded through the historical pages of the world.
The situation and the hard times that we have right now
are no exception; we are indeed in times where
everyone is struggling to survive the economic hardships
as well as cataclysmic fate brought about by the

he

er cC
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environmental degradation and political turmoil that
happens almost simultaneously in every nation of the
world.

The pessimism that surrounds us may be overwhelming
especially if we think of the coming Christmas season,
as we are always obliged to answer the question of how
are we going to celebrate the holidays with all of these
things that are happening in our midst? Traditionally,
Christmas is the season where family and friends share
the gift of togetherness and the warmth of coming home
and spending quality time with long lost acquaintances.
It is the time of the year wherein children are building up
their memories with wonderful things that would remind
them later in life of how great it is to receive gifts from
people who love them.

Christmas, if we would only know is still is the same in
spirit no matter what situation that we are in. It really
doesnot matter whi ch economi
demographic situation that we belong, because there are
hundred different ways that we can cel ebr at e
birthday in its true meaning, not just in materialistic
sense. Let us always remember that the reason why
Jesus Christ came into this world is because of his
unselfish love of offering Himself for the salvation of
mankind and as such we should also offer the samed

and in our own way.

So to answer the question of how are we going to spend
the Christmas season with all of these troubles in our
midst is as simple as going back to the basics. Going
back to what really is the true meaning of gift giving and
sharing love. Of course, we cannot escape the fact that
material gifts is still associated with Christmas season
but if we know deep in our heart the true meaning of
Christmas celebration and why are we celebrating it, the
burden of answering that question eases like a mist
blown out of our head. We can see clearly what really
matters in this lifed friends, families and loved ones who
are waiting for us to come home and share whatever
there is to share regardless of material values.

There are certain things of cultural value in celebrating
Christmas in the Philippines, the only Christian country
in the Asia for that matter. Right in the book of Guinness
record an entry of the Philippines as the only country
that celebrates the longest Christmas season. As soon
as the fbero word appears
(September to December) Christmas can be found in
every nook and cranny of the country via Christmas
carols, greetings, lights and decors all around. The

at
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Christmas spirit heightened as soon as December
arrives and starts off with Midnight mass or Misa de
Gallo. Festive moods amidst the hardships reflect and
shine through every Filipinod the reason why the
Philippines still is the most sought after destination
during Christmas vacation.

The greatest gift that you can share to your loved ones
this Christmas season is the gift of being there. Nothing
beats the joy of being beside your loved one during the
times when they could use a hug rather than new
designer clothes. The beautiful sight of all the chairs in
the dining table are all occupied during Noche Buena is
unforgettable rather than a dinner in a fancy restaurant.
The greatest gifts you can share this season for your
loved ones is nothing else but you, coming home and
make them feel the warmth of being together again and
assuring that things will going to be all right no matter

what the uncertain world offers.
c state we are in or any

CONSUL GENERAL ARAGON CALLS ON
Chr i SONGRESSMAN RALPH HALL

Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon, who visited
Dallas, TX on 13-17 August 2009 to lead a Consular
Outreach Program, paid a courtesy call on
Congressman Ralph Hall, a Republican who represents
the 4" district of Texas, on 14 August 2009 at his
Rockwall residence.

During the call, Consul General Aragon updated the
Honorable Congressman on the latest developments in
the Philippines.

General
Congr essman

The Consul also sought the support of

Hal | for t he
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2009 ( SAVE Act) .o Under t he reprasématives of healthtaretahdeFiligirio iAmericane
garment 6s essent ipded of USsmadec t e r organizatioRsm

fabrics and yarns, and is cut and wholly assembled in
the Philippines, it would qualify to re-enter the U.S. free
of duty. This could also provide Philippine apparel
manufacturers the opportunity to compete with other
countries, especially with China, for the U.S. market.

FILIPINO -AMERICAN RECIPIENT OF
o MEDAL OF VALORYO

The Los Angel es County Sher
distinguished Medal of Valor to Deputy Jose M. Nanquil, g&

: . displaying great bravery =
in the face of immediate
lifethreatening danger,
with complete disregard Dr. Sam Bernal, M.D. (seated left) poses with Consul Gedere
for his own personal Bernardo Aragon and the participants to the Pulongbayan on Med
safety. which was held at the Conference Room of the Philippine Consul

in Los Angeles on 4 November 2009.

The awarding ceremony

was hel d at tghe Rdybridratvé | Medicine utilizes innovative
Medal of Valor and  agical therapies that involve the engineering of
Meritorious  Conduct ying cells, tissues and organs for the purpose of
AwardsCeremony and reserv'51g and enhancing organ function to prevent
isease, maintain wellness and to restore or
replace organ function lost or impaired due to
disease, injury or aging with the purpose of
During the ceremony, sever alimpfobifge the nyedlity e 6fs life0 T Amdng theher i
Department were awarded the Medal of Valor and Meritorio&ﬁplications of Bio Regenerative Medicine cited by
Conduct Medal. Dr. Bernal are the treatment of various forms of
Deputy Nanquil, a native of Cansesyfliapptgssand hpastianddiver diseases. sper
Department in 1989, after graduating from thayAcate is

currently assigned at the Industry Station since 2001. Depar' Bernal impressed upon the audience that the

Nanquil was previously assigned at the Pitchess HonBa&ancho Pﬁl.llpplnes has the n(?cessary t(_)OIS_ to bgcome .a
Facility, North County Correctional Facility, Sybil Brand Institute Bi0r  medical ~ tourism  destination in  Asia

Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon

with Deputy Nanquil and Los Angeles 4

Leroy Baca. Luncheono oﬁ
September 2009 at the

Quiet Cannon Restaurant, Montétadifornia.

Asian Crime Task Force. considering that Bio Regenerative Medicine has
been successfully performed there since the 1970s.
PULONGBAYAN ON MEDI CAL TOURISM Aside from hospitals obtaining the latest technology

c ate G | hosted BUl B and Joint Commission International (JCI)
onsulate feneral nosted a Fulong bayan on accreditation, he pointed out the innate and

Philippine Medical Tourism on 4 November 2009Aat cultyrally ingrained service orientation and quality
the Consulate Generalos C " fcaer)er of" Eil?pinoRﬁeglth'are Tprhof%ssionals,
guest spealfgr_of the P.ulong Bayan was _Dr' Sam including US board-certified physicians, as key to
B.ernal, a Flllplr?o-Amerlc.:a_n do_ctor who p!c.)ne.ered achieving this. He exhorted the Filipino Community
Bio Regenerative Medicine in the Philippines. to contribute to the efforts of Philippine medical
Among the attendee.s. (_)f the Pulgng Bayan were institutions and the Philippine government in
members of the Filipino American press and spreading the word and marketing the country as a
medical tourism haven.
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6™ FILIPINA LEADER SHIP SUMMIT

Consul General Mary
Jo Bernardo Aragon
attended the 6
Filipina  Leadership
Summi t 6s
Power 2012: Filipina
Acti on N o
from 29 October until
1 November 2009 at
the Claremont Hotel
Club in Berkeley,
California. Consul
General Aragon was
also guest of honor
during the welcome
reception  honoring
the top 100 most influential Filipino Women in the United
States which was co-hosted by San Francisco Mayor
Gavin Newsom on 29 October 2009.

Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo
Aragon presenting A
Julaton a citation from President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo recognizing her
achievements.

The Summit was organi zed
Network (FWN), a non-profit organization for women of
Philippine ancestry.

PSOSEC CLASS 2009 -71 VISITS THE
CONSULATE

Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon with members of
PSOSEC Class 2009-71, officials of the Los Angeles
Division of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and
officers of the Consulate.

The Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles
hosted a dinner reception on 10 December 2009 in
honor of the participants of the Public Safety
Officers Senior Executive Course (PSOSEC) Class
2009-71. The class was headed by PSupt. Job
Marasigan, Class President, and was accompanied

Page| 6

by their counterpart from the Los Angeles Division
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) led by
Mr. Peter J. Moore, Supervisory Special Agent.

The PSOSEC participants are in Los Angeles to
attend the FBI Seminar and Foreign Educational

A PtdlilaY the FBI Field Office.

W O

by

CONSULATE PARTICIPATES AT THE
ANNUAL SIMBANG GABI

The annual iSi mbang Gabi
marks the start of the 9-day novena mass before
Christmas, was held on 15 December 2009 at the Our
Lady of the Angels Cathedral located in downtown Los
Angeles. The event was sponsored by the San Pedro
Region Filipino Ministry under the auspices of the Office of
the Filipino Ministry of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

The main celebrant, Cardinal Roger Mahoney, was joined
by the four (4) Auxiliary Bishops of Los Angeles and more
than 30 clerics during the celebration.

The Simbang Gabi 6s t heme f
GOOD SHEPHERD i AHALI NA HESUS,
PASTOLO t o commemor at e and
Priests.

|

Left photo: The officers of the Philippine Consulate General in Los Anq
its parol before the start of the Simbang Gabi. Right photo: Carc
Mahoney (center) leads Filfpmesican parishioners in celebrating the Si
Gabi mass at the Our Lady of the Angels C&thetdrdlelowhe officers ani
staff of the Philippines Consulate General in Los Angeles, led by Cor
Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon, pose at thethéa@woif Lady of the Angels Cath
after the ceremonies.

ar
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SHOWCASE OF PHILIPPINE -MADE PRODUCTS

Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon held a preAsother B2B evewisheld with executives and purchasing

briefing on 19 October 200BeaCbnference Room of the officers of other B&sed importers with Philippine exporters
on 21 October 2009 at the Redondo Beach Function Ro
of the Radisson LA Westside Hotel in Culver City.

The main objectivehsf North Philippine Trade Migssn

to create awareness among participants on the policit
regulations, business challenges and existing busine
opportunities in the US market, both for ethnic and mainstr:
markets, and to generate sales for garjcgmampanies
whose products are ready to enter the US market.

The exporters which have participated in the events and t
respective products include: ADDS Enterprise (dry roas
Consulate General to drum up support for the export progrgmss hew nut s and greasel es

being undertaken by the Philippine Consulate General andphéducts (sautéearimp paste, smoked fish and dried fish);

Philippine Trade and Investment Center in Los Angelespim j o Far ms (mil kfish in
cooperation with the Satack Alliance for Depetent Vegetarian Foods (vegan products); Bonsure Evergreen |
Council (SCADC); Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMAp r p . (tuna fl oss); Carl o

Subic Bay International Terminal Corporation (SBITC); dmbobased products); Cormel Foods (@ugafioegar,
North  Philippines; Philippine Exporters Confederatigngarcane wine and fruit wine); Pervil Corporation (cosmet
(PHILEXPORT); Atlas Shippers International Corp.; arghd, the San Fernando LGU (lantern)

Seafood City.

ALCLA DONATES TO TYPHOON VICTIMS
A tweday Philippine product promotional event was held

1718 October 2009 at the Eagle Rock Plaza to prom
Philippinenade products in Southern California. A Busine
toBusiness (B2B) event was also held with the purcha:
officer of Seafood City.
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Rowena T. Sierr Roderick B. Sierra Los Angeles10 November 2003; Consul General Mary Ji
Bernardo Aragon receives from the ASEAN Ladies Circle ¢

PHILIPPINE CONSULATE GENERAL Angeles (ALCLA) a check donation worth $1,500 for
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ALCLA also donated $1,500 to Indonesia for the victims

natural calamities.
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