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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEWDYAA !
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Hon. Alberto G. Romulo
Secretary of FameiAffairs

The Yuletid&eason offers a meaningful
occasion for reflection that resonates with a
universal message of hope.

The peace and tranquility of the nativity
scene reminds us anew of the aspirations we
share and the responsibiliies we must
perbrm in pursuit of the larger human
familyds common goal s

In the past year, the men and women of the
Department of Foreign Affairs redoubled
efforts to build a stronger Republic and a
more peaceful, progressive and prosperous world.

Her Excellency Gloria Macapagal Arroyo madst@pvief in We worked with theiinational community to sustain the onward advance
Los Angeles on 26 November 2008 after her paiti¢ipatién of our nationds interests in reg
Asia quflc .E.conomlc Cooperation (A"\PEC) Su.mmlt inLima, P& v i1t more brid ges of underst
and official visit to Cartagena, Colobwiag the brief stop, she advocacy of interfaith dialogue.
took the opportunity to meet with Los Angeles Mayor Antonio _ _ o _ _
Villaraigosa (photo above) and executives of Ingram Micro (phfifpdrew the family of nations clgweminting, protecting and upholding

. . . . the rights of migrant workers.
below). Mayor Villaraigosa emphasized to the Presidehlethe valua
contribution of the Filipino conyrtautiie City of Los Angeles. He We strengthened partnerships and forged new ones.

is very thankful to the Fiiimericans who voted for him. Mayor

. . . . we sought intensified cooperation for broader democracy, wider grc
Villaraigosa returns the favor by offering to forge stronger ties \@Qﬁper reforgms for good govergance and sustainable damicfgmen 9

the Philippines through various prdjgctspening up the more transparent and equitable trade.
economies of dggartythrough free trade, more direct flights to and A
from the Philippinesdvisawaiver, which are basically meantto ! n all ~of the Departmentos under

. . . : the very core.
infuse more investments and attract moreddnatistparties. y
The year ahead offers opportunities and challenges for the Filipino ne
and the world; yet we are confidergsponding to and surmounting
obstacles.

Working as one united team, the men and women of the Department
harness international diplomacy to the fullest to help ensure a safer
more secure future for our people.

In this season of joy and hope, w enew our faith i
and reaffirm our resolve to work for the peace, progress and prosperity
the entire human family deserves.

Isang Makabuluhang Pasko at Mapayapang Bagongsd atimg
lahat!

Manila, 25 December 2008
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Hon. Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon
Consul General

I am happy to extend the Yuletide Greetings to
all Filipinos in Southern California, Southern

Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas, with . . . ~
¢ the naked eye and at the same timeciont ai ns a fim
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FAQs ON THE MACHINE READABLE
PASSPORTS (MRP)
WHAT IS A MACHINE READABLE PASSPORT?

A Machine Readable Passport (MRP) is a passport where the pers
details of the applicargprinted in such a way that it can be read by

oneo0 containing the personal
read by a machine or computer.

America, it behooves us Filipinos to reunite with WHAT ARE THE OTHER FEATURES OF THE MACHINE READAE
our families and kababayans and celebrate the PASSPORT?

- all the cheers and blessings of the Adven
L Season.

= y

” After arther year of earnest striving

iy

holidays with our unidpend of the spirit of
the Season. | am confident that with our The MRP is maroon in calontains 44 pages and the dafa is
continued bayanihan to improve rimaaco welfare of fellow Filipinos in

computer printedghile the old Philippine passport (Non Machine

America, the Yuletide season will bless us with more success, goodwillReddable) is green in ¢alomtains 32 pagasdthe data page is

prestige in the years to come.

Allow me to greet you and your families a hearty ¢/Bbgigaat
Manigong Bagong Taon!

Los Angeles, 15 Deben2008
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manually scripted.

IS THERE A NEW PHOTO REQUIREMENT FOR THE ISSUANCE
A MACHINE READABLE PASSPORT?

Yes, you mubtave your passport photo taken against a Royal Blu
color background instead of a white background. This new requirer
is necessary because the security feature encoded in the Prin
Photograph of the holder is more pronounced against a royal b
baclground.

MUST | APPEAR PERSONALLWYHECONSULATE?

Yes, all applicants whether for the renewal of a passport or the
applying for the first tildSTappear personally before a Consular
Officer at the Consulate to affix his thumb mark and sigatiois appli
form.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF A MACHINE READABLI
PASSPORT?

Since a Machine Readable Passport has a machine readable zone
can be read by a machine or computer, the processing of traveler
ports of entry and exit is faster because thetltaj@assport can be
read by the machine and stored automatically in the database
immigration office$his means greater convenience and security for
the travelerin the past, the information is manually encoded in th
database.

Wi t h t hseperidt Rs€carisy features compared to the green

passports, it virtually eliminates the possibility of identity theft and ac
fraud

REMINDER TO ALL PHILIPPINE PASSPORT HOLDERS

RENEW YOUR PHILIPPINE PASSPORT SIX MONTHS
PRIOR TO ITS EXPIRATION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THE REGULATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL
AVIATION ORGANIZATION (ICAO)

SECURE TRAVEL TICKETS ONLY AFTER YOU HAVE
RECEIVED YOUR NEW PASSPORT.
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HOW CAN | GET A MACHINE READABLE PASSPORT? WHAT ARE THE REQUIREME FOR FIRST TIME $7GRT
APPLICANTS
Only the Department of Foreign Affairs idaokine Readable

Passportat the Main Office located at 2330 Roxas Blvd., Pasay CitRequirements are the same as passport renewal requirements ex

Effective 2 June 2008, overseas Filipinos in the United States of Améteca #2.

may also apply at the nearest Philippine Foreign Service Post (Emb&&TH CERTIFICAT&N the National Statistics Office (NSO)

or Consulate).
HOW MUCH IS A MACHINE READABISPBRS?
The passport femmains the samdJ8$50.

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO PROCESS A NEW PASSPORT?"
RENEW A PASSPORT?

The new passport may be released within six (6) weeks from the re
of application. Due to the heavy volume of applicatieddedigei
patience is requested from the applicants.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO MY OLD GREEN PASSPORT SINCE |
NOT YET EXPIRED?

While some countriesmay stillhonor valid green Philippine
passportsbeyondl April 2010asbona fide travel documentstil
they expirenost countriesvillrequiretravelers tbe holder @fither
theMachine Readable Passport (MRPYassporfor their sojourn
by2010

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE RENEWAL
PASSPORTS

Following is a list of requirements:

1. Personaappearance is required for all applicants except for tl
following:

o Children below 8 years old. Their application should be filec
either parent;

0 65 years old and above. Their application should be notari
and filed by the authorized next of kinicdethdn the
application form.

2. Original of the most repassport and photocopies of its data
page/s.

3. Dulyaccomplished passport application form.

4. Three (3) identical passportz ed (1. 7 7pictarés. 3 7
with royddluebackground

5. If applicans minor and traveling unaccompanied by either pare
a notarized Affidavit of Consent to Travel should be executec
both parents.

6. Certified true copy and one photocopy of a birth certificate iss
by the National Statistics Office (NS&paort oBirth (ROB)
issued by the Consulate

7. The applicable fees for passport renewal are as follows:

0 Passport Renewal Fee US$50.00
0 PriorifExpresMail US$ 6.0620.00

Note: Payments shalirbeash, cashier's check or postal money
order, payable to Balippine Consulate General
he f

Applicants can downl oad t

www.philippineconsulatela.org

Applicati@sent bynailareno longerccepted.

OVERSEAS ABSENTEE VOTING (OAV)
REGISTRATION

START OF OAV REGISTRATION
MOVED TO 01 FEBRUARY 2009

Los Angeles, 1 December 2008 i The Philippine
Consulate General in Los Angeles wishes to inform
the public that pursuant to the Minute Resolution of
the Commission on Elections (COMELEC), the
registration/ certification for overseas absentee voters
has been moved from 1 December 2008 to 1
February 2009.

All citizens of the Philippines abroad not otherwise
disqualified by law, at least eighteen (18) years of age
on the day of the election and who wish to vote for
President, vice-President, Senators and Party List
Representatives for purposes of the 10 May 2010
National Elections must file applications for
registration/ certification as overseas absentee voters
from 1 February 2009 to 31 August 2009. The voting
period will be from 10 April 2010 until 3:00 p.m.
Philippine time 10 May 2010. For details, please
contact the embassy/ consulate nearest your
residence or the following websites:

Department of Foreign Affairs (Manila):
www.dfa.gov.ph

Commission on Elections (Manila):
coav@comelec.gov.ph

Filipino residents of SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, NEW
MEXICO, TEXAS, ARIZONA and SOUTHERN
NEVADA may wish to contact the following:

PHILIPPINE CONSULATE GENERAL
3600 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 500
Los Angeles, CA 90010

Attn: Vice Consul John Reyes

Tel. No. (213) 637-3003
Fax No.: (213) 639-0990
E-mail: oav_pcgenla@earthlink.net or
losangelespcg@earthlink.net

In addition, applicant must bring AUSTRHENTICATED


http://www.philippineconsulatela.org/
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2008 CONSULATE ACTIVITIES

—

(First Row: {R) Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon takes her oath as President of the ASEAN Ladies Circle of Los Angeles,Odpdan
ConsulGeneral Daniel R. Espiritu poses with officials of the World Escrima, Kali and Arnis Federation (WEKAF) Champion&epacéh,LOAg16 Fel
2008; CG Aragowith Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa (centeduring the *Yp 0]13C }( >]( (}E oo _, 7Maf2008; (Gcojd Bow:R) CG
Aragon with AmbJohn Danilovicduring the MCC Roundtable Discusshaid at the Consulate30 Apr 2008; Consular Outreach in Phoenix, Arizon
May 2008; Kalayaan Ball 2008 at the Marriott Convention Center, Burbank,4CAjn12008; (Third Row:R) launching of Beterano_by the
Frontliners Media Group, 8 Jul 2008; Veter&sum with Eric Lachica, 28 Aug 2008ening of Jollibee Restaurant in Carson City, CA, 18 Sep -
(Fourth Row: {R) Health Fair at the Consulag®? Oct 2008 uE VP §Z K% v]vP }( §Z /AZ] MamMa G&llgon Tratlpy 1966al iA _
sponsored by the National Hispanic Cultural Center and Consular Outreach in Albuguerque, New Mexico, 8 No®@ 2088on ith Vice President
Noli de Casty and Manny Pacquiao in Las Vegas, 9 Dec00§S €E 3Z o 85 [« A] 8}EC A E K &E o ,}lC



