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A Public Forum on the Veterans Equity Bill was 

successfully held on 28 August 2008 at the Rizal Hall of 

the Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles, with Eric 

Lachica, Executive Director of the American Coalition for 

Filipino Veterans, as guest presentor. 

Present during the forum were officers and staff of the 

Consulate led by Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo 

Aragon, Ms. Susan Dilkes of FASGI, Inc., World War II 

veterans, members of the different Veterans 

organizations, student members of the UCLA Samahang 

Pilipino, and members of the media. 

During the forum, Consul General Aragon, Ms. Dilkes, and 

World War II veterans, Messrs. Franco Arcebal and 

Faustino Baclig, called on the Filipinos in America to 

intensify their campaign for the Equity Bill. 

 

  
 

On her part, Consul General Aragon met with members of the 

House of Representatives.  Above photos show Congen Aragon 

with Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez (D-47
th

), and with 

Congressman Henry Waxman (D-30
th

). During her calls, she 

took the opportunity to discuss with the members of Congress 

issues of mutual interest and to solicit their support for the 

Veteransô Equity Bill. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles, the 

Filipino-American Service Group, Inc. (FASGI), and 

Frontliners Media Group officially launched the Photo 

Exhibit entitled: ñBETERANO ï A Tribute to our World War 

II Heroesò.  The event was attended by U.S. government 

officials, members of the media and Filipino-American 

community and most especially, the veterans. 

 

THE FIGHT FOR THE ±9¢9w!b{Ω 9v¦L¢¸ .L[[  

LAUNCHING OF ęBETERANOĚ Ĕ A Tribute 

to our World War II Heroes  

 

Photo shows Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon (3
rd
 

from left) leading the ribbon cutting ceremonies with FASGI 

Executive Director Susan Dilkes (4
th
 from left) and FMG Chief 

Liaison Officer Mr. Joe Cobilla.  

 

Photo above shows Consul General Aragon and Ms. Dilkes 

taking time to pose with the veterans in attendance and guests.  

At the background are some of the photos displayed during the 

exhibit. 
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CONSULAR OUTREACH PROGRAMS  
Since the implementation of the machine-readable passport program in June and in line with the efforts of the Consulate to bring its 

services closer to the Filipinos in its areas of jurisdiction, which includes Southern California, Southern Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico 

and Texas, the frequency of the consular outreach programs has doubled.  Below is a matrix of results of all the consular outreach 

for this quarter: 

CONSULAR SERVICES DUAL CITIZENSHIP PASSPORT LOST PPT & 
TRAVEL DOC 

NOTARIALS CIVIL 
REGISTRY 

TOTAL SERVICES 

1. San Diego, CA 
(COPAO Center) 
(12 July 2008) 

0 126 5 0 0 131 

2. San Diego, CA 
(COPAO Center) 
(2 August 2008) 

0 126 6 0 0 132 

3. Dallas, TX 
(PNB Dallas) 
(9-10 Aug 2008) 

65 534 5 10 35 660 

4. Houston, TX 
(Intl Food Court) 
(23-24  Aug 2008) 

115 658 13 39 24 849 

5. San Diego, CA 
(COPAO Center) 
(30 August 2008) 

0 146 0 0 0 146 

6. San Diego, CA 
(COPAO Center) 
(20 Sept 2008) 

18 129 1 10 0 158 

7. Chandler, AZ 
(Barrio Fiesta) 
(27 Sept 2008) 

64 303 0 24 18 410 

TOTAL 262 2,022 30 83 77 2,486 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSULAR OUTREACH IN 

DALLAS , TX  

CONSULAR OUTREACH IN 
HOUSTON, TX 

 

23 August 2008 ς Another consular team went to Houston 
led by Vice Consul Jim San Agustin and held a Consular 
Outreach Program at the International Food Court. The 
team was composed of Vice Consul Charmaine Serna-Chua; 
Ms. Rowena Sierra, Cultural Officer; and Messrs. Eric Sierra 
and Manny Moran, Information Officer and Collecting 
Officer, respectively. 

 

9 August 2008 ς Deputy Consul General Daniel R. Espiritu, 
team leader; Vice Consul Ruel U. Gunabe, Mr. Adrian Peran, 
Finance Officer; and, Misses Rowena Namay and Tess 
Villanueva, both Consular Assistants, held a Consular 
Outreach Program at the PNB Remittance Center in Dallas to 
service Filipinos living in eastern and central Texas .    
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What is the Citizenship Retention and Re-acquisition Act of 
2003?  

Republic Act No. 9225 or the Citizenship Retention and Re-
acquisition Act of 2003 is a law passed on 29 August 2003 which 
grants natural-born Filipinos who have lost their Filipino citizenship 
through naturalization in a foreign country, the opportunity to retain or 
re-acquire their Filipino citizenship.  

Who are natural-born citizens of the Philippines?  

Natural-born citizens of the Philippines are those who are citizens of 
the Philippines from birth without having to perform any act to acquire 
or perfect their Philippine citizenship. These are:  

 Those whose fathers or mothers are citizens of the Philippines 
at the time of their birth; and  

 Those born before January 17, 1973, of Filipino mothers, who 
elect Philippine citizenship upon reaching the age of majority.  

Is it possible for Filipino to hold dual citizenship or more than 
one citizenship at the same time?  

Before the passage of R.A. 9225, dual citizenship of some Filipinos 
already existed as result of the operation of nationality laws. For 
example, a child born in the United States of America of Filipino 
parents is an American citizen under US law, and a Filipino citizen 
under Philippine law. The child's American citizenship is derived from 
the principle of jus soli or place of birth, while his Philippine 
citizenship is derived from the principle of jus sanguinis or citizenship 
of his parents.  

The passage of R.A. 9225 makes it possible for Filipinos to hold dual 
citizenship through means other than by birth.  

With the passage of R.A. 9225, what happens to a natural-born 
Filipino who becomes naturalized in another country?  

A natural born Filipino who becomes a naturalized citizen of another 
country is deemed not to have lost his/her citizenship and shall retain 
his/her Philippine citizenship upon filing a petition and upon taking 
the oath of allegiance. 

Does one who re-acquire Filipino citizenship need to reside in 
the Philippines?  

Residency in the Philippines is not a requirement for those who re-
acquire Filipino citizenship.  

What rights and privileges is one entitled to on re-acquiring 
Filipino citizenship?  

Filipinos who re-acquire Filipino citizenship under this Act may once 
again enjoy full civil, economic and political rights under existing laws 
of the Philippines. Among these are:  

 right to own real property in the Philippines;  

 right to engage in business or commerce as a Filipino;  

 right to practice one's profession in accordance with law;  

 right to acquire a Philippine passport;  

 right to vote in Philippine elections under existing laws; and,  

 other rights and privileges enjoyed by Filipino citizens.  

Can one who re-acquire Filipino citizenship vote in elections in 
the Philippines?  

A person who re-acquires Filipino citizenship may vote in elections in 
the Philippines provided that he/she complies with the residency 
requirement under existing Philippine election laws. The person may 
however, vote overseas in Philippine national elections (for 
President, Vice-President, Senators and sectoral representatives) in 
accordance with the provisions of the Overseas Absentee Voting Act 
of 2003. The Supreme Court also ruled in 2006 that dual citizens 
need not establish residence in the Philippines to be able to register 
as an absentee voter.  

Having re-acquired Filipino citizenship, can one hold public 
office in the Philippines?  

Yes, provided that those seeking elective office meet the 
qualifications as required by the Philippine Constitution and existing 
laws, and at the time of the filing of the certificate of candidacy, make 
a personal and sworn renunciation of any and all foreign citizenship 
before a public officer authorized to administer an oath. 

Those appointed to a public office shall make a sworn renunciation of 
the oath of allegiance to the country where they took their oath.  

What is the effect of dual citizenship on the payment of income 
taxes?  

Republic Act 8424 provides that only incomes derived from the 
Philippines are subject to taxation by the Philippine government. 
However, in 1976, the Philippines and United States of America 
signed a treaty on taxation in order to avoid double taxation for 
Filipinos who derive income from the United States and for 
Americans who derive income from the Philippines. Under this treaty, 
taxes paid in the Philippines may be credited in the United States 
and vice versa. The Philippine government has concluded similar tax 
agreements with 34 other countries including Australia, Canada, 
Japan, Italy, New Zealand, United Kingdom, Germany and Spain, 
among others.  

After re-acquiring Filipino citizenship, can one practice his or 
her profession in the Philippines?  

A person who has re-acquired Filipino citizenship may be able to 
practice his/her profession in the Philippines, provided that he/she 
applies with the Professional Regulation Commission (or the 
Supreme Court for lawyers) for a license or permit to engage in such 
practice.  

FAQs on R.A. 9225 ς Citizenship Retention and Re-

acquisition Act of 2003 
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As a Filipino citizen, can one's spouse who is a foreign national 
live in the Philippines?  

An immigrant visa may be issued to a Filipino citizen's foreign spouse 
which entitles him/her to permanently reside in the Philippines. Said 
visa may be obtained by applying at Philippine Embassies or 
Consulates. The validity of the visa, however, is contingent upon the 
Filipino citizenship of his/her spouse.  

If a Filipino citizen chooses to travel to the Philippines with 
his/her foreign spouse and children, do the spouse and children 
need to secure additional travel documents from the Philippine 
Embassy or Consulate General beforehand?  

Under the Balikbayan Law, a Filipino citizen's foreign spouse and 
children traveling to the Philippines with him/her, do not need to 
secure other travel documents because they are entitled to a visa-
free entry to the Philippines for a period of one (1) year, among other 
privileges.  

What is the citizenship status of one's children after re-
acquiring Filipino citizenship?  

If his/her children are unmarried and below 18 years of age upon re-
acquisition of Filipino citizenship, his/her children are also recognized 
as Filipino citizens under Philippine laws and are entitled to the rights 
and privileges attendant thereto.  

What are required in applying for retention or re-acquisition of 
one's Filipino citizenship?  

Those applying for retention or re-acquisition of Filipino citizenship 
need to submit the following:  

 duly completed verified petition (R.A. 9225 Form No.1); 

 two (2) recent 2" x 2" colored photographs of the applicant 
(over white background); 

 application fee of US$50.00; 

 proof as natural born Filipino citizen, an original and photocopy 
of at least one of the following: 

a. Philippine birth certificate; 

b. old Philippine passport; 

c. voter's affidavit or voter's identification card; 

d. marriage contract; and 

e. other documents proving that the applicant is a former 
natural born Filipino citizen. 

 photocopy of foreign passport  

 photocopy of certificate of naturalization or an original 
affidavit stating how foreign citizenship was acquired; and, 

 BI registered applicants, are also required to submit the 
following:  original Alien Certificate Registration; and original 
Immigrant Certificate of Residence for Temporary Visitor. 

If the applicant is also applying for derivative Philippine citizenship for 
his/her minor children, 18 years old and below, in accordance with 
Sec. 4 of R.A. 9225, the following additional documents are required 
for each minor child: 

 photocopy of birth certificate;  

 photocopy of foreign passport; and,  

 proof of payment of application fee of US$25.00. 

Is there a fee involved in re-acquiring one's Filipino citizenship 
under this Act?  

Fees involved in reacquiring one's Filipino citizenship under this Act 
are minimal, consisting only of the notarial and administrative fees 
prescribed by Philippine Embassies or Consulates, and the US$50 
processing fee prescribed by the Bureau of Immigration.  

Is there an approval period for re-acquiring one's Filipino 
citizenship under this Act?  

Applications found to be sufficient and complete may be issued an 
Order of Approval by the Consul General/Commissioner of 
Immigration within 5 days upon recommendation by the evaluating 
officer. For applications with insufficient supporting documents, the 
evaluating officer will inform the applicant that he/she has thirty 
(30) days to submit the required documents  

What are the terms of privacy insofar as submitted documents, 
records, information and/or application to reacquire citizenship 
are concerned? 

All documents, records, information and/or applications submitted to 
the Bureau of Immigration remain confidential. No information about 
any person or entity without the express consent of the person 
concerned. 
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