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To commemorate the 110th Anniversary of the Declaration of 
Philippine Independence, the officers and staff of the Philippine 
Consulate General in Los Angeles, led by Consul General Mary Jo 
Bernardo Aragon, together with the Philippine Tourism Office and 
the Philippine Trade and Investment Center (PTIC), held a flag 
raising ceremony at the residence of the Consul General.  Also in 
photo is Commander Lulu Astilla (in red, beside Congen Aragon), a 
representative of the Filipino World War II veterans. 

 
 

Consul General Mary Jo A. Bernardo-Aragon, Deputy Consul 
General Daniel R. Espiritu (2nd from left), and Vice Consul Jim Tito 
B. San Agustin (left) welcome a member of the Consular Corps 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǳƭŀǘŜΩǎ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ the 
Almansor Court in Alhambra, California.  The event was graced by 
members of the Consular Corps, Southern California local 
government officials, Fil-Am Chambers of Commerce, community 
leaders and the media. 
 
Among the distinguished guests were Mayor Jim Dear of Carson 
City, Councilmember Bernard Parks of the City of Los Angeles, 
Councilmember Elito Santarina of the City of Carson, and 
Councilmember Antonio Cartagena of the City of Walnut, who 
presented the Consul General with a Certificate of Commendation 
for the outstanding contributions of the Filipino Americans to the 
local community. 
 
The highlight of the reception was the reading of the messages of 
H.E. President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, which was read by Consul 
General Aragon, and H.E. Alberto G. Romulo, Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs, which was read of Deputy Consul General Espiritu. 
 
During the cocktail reception, guests were entertained by the 
performances of the cast of the musical άKarim at HasminέΣ ǘƘŜ 
first Filipino Opera composed by Dr. Ramon Geluz. 
 
Filipino-American organizations in Southern California likewise 
celebrated the Philippine Independence.  

110th PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS 

CONGEN ARAGON HONORED BY THE CITIES OF LOS 

ANGELES AND WALNUT 

 

 

 
 

Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon is presented with a 
Proclamation by Councilmember Antonio Cartagena of the City of 
Walnut together with Mr. Johnny Chua, President of the Phil-Am 
Chamber of Commerce of San Gabriel Valley.   
 
The Deputy Chief of Protocol, Mrs. Lourdes Saab, also presented 
Proclamations in behalf of Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa of the City 
of Los Angeles and in behalf of the Board of Supervisors of the Los 
Angeles County. 
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 110TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION OF PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE IN 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

 

 

12 June 2008 ï Consul General Aragon accompanied by 

some personnel of the Philippine Consulate General 

attended the independence celebration hosted by the 

Filipino American Community in Los Angeles (FACLA). 

 

 

 

12 June 2008 ï The Consul General proceeded to 

another celebration hosted by the Los Angeles County 

Fil-Am Employees Association (LACFAEA) at the Civic 

Center Mall where the LA Board of Supervisors 

addressed the guests. 

 
 

 

 

7 June 2008 ï Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon 

was the Grand Marshall during the ñFestival of Festivalsò 

Grand Parade which kicked off the ñPhilippine Festival 

and Faire 2008.ò 

B A L A N G H A Y 
The official Newsletter of the Consulate General of the 

Philippines in Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. 
 

Consul General Mary Jo A. Bernardo Aragon 
Chairperson & Editor-in-Chief 

 

Editorial Board: 
Daniel R. Espiritu | Jim Tito B. San Agustin 
Charmaine Serna Chua | Ruel U. Gunabe 
Annie G. Cuevas | Archimedes C. Gomez 

Rowena T. Sierra | Roderick B. Sierra 
 

PHILIPPINE CONSULATE GENERAL 
3600 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 500 

Los Angeles, CA 90010 
Trunkline: 213-639-0980 | Fax No.: 213-639-0990 

Emergency No.: 213-268-9990 
E-mail: losangelespcg@earthlink.net 

www.philippineconsulatela.org  

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE:  

WWW.PHILIPPINECONSULATELA.ORG  

Filipino-American Community in Los 

Angeles (FACLA) 

 

ñFestival of Festivalsò in San Diego 

Los Angeles County Fil-Am Employees 

Association (LACFAEA) 
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7 June 2008 ï Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon 

delivers her remarks during a celebration at the City of 

Carson.  In photo are Mayor Jim Dear (4
th
 from left) and 

Councilmember Elito Santarina (2
nd

 from left). 

 

 

 

11 June 2008 ï Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo 

Aragon poses with Mr. Errol Santos, HPMC Business 

Development Consultant and event organizer, HPMC 

CEO Jeff Nelson, and HPMC Controller Michael 

Almanzor.  For the first time, the Philippine flag was 

hoisted at the Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center. 

 

City of Carson 

Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center, Los 

Angeles 

 

 

 

 

14 June 2008 ï Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo 

Aragon participated in the ñPistahan ng Kalayaan 

2008ò which was held at the Center of Hope in Los 

Angeles organized by the Filipino American Pastor 

Network in honor of the Filipino World War II 

Veterans. 

 

 

 

13 June 2008 - Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo 

Aragon poses with 2008 Philippine Beauties of the C & C 

Adult Day Care Center at the City of Carson. 

Pistahan ng Kalayaan 2008 

 

 

 

14 June 2008 ï The Filipino-American community in 

Southern California organized a dinner dance ball 

which was held at the Marriott Hotel in Burbank 

Convention Center.  Highlight of the Kalayaan 2008 

Grand Ball was the video showing of the 

Independence Day message of President Gloria 

Macapagal Arroyo. 

 

KALAYAAN 2008 GRAND BALL 

REMINDER TO ALL PHILIPPINE PASSPORT HOLDERS  

 RENEW YOUR PHILIPPINE PASSPO RT SIX MONTHS 
PRIOR TO ITS EXPIRATION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE REGULATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL 
AVIATION ORGANIZATION (ICAO)  

 SECURE TRAVEL TICKETS ONLY AFTER YOU HAVE 
RECEIVED YOUR NEW PASSPORT.  


