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FIL-AM HEALTHCARE WORKERS CITED BY L.A. CITY COUNCIL 

 
 
Consul General Mary Jo A. Bernardo-Aragon witnessed the 
presentation of certificates of commendation by the City of Los 
!ƴƎŜƭŜǎΩ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƻ мо CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ-American healthcare workers.  
The medical professionals were cited for their exemplary work as 
healthcare practitioners and role models.  The commendations 
were awarded on December 14, 2007, by Councilmember Richard 
Alarcon of District 7 and Councilmember and current Council 
President Eric Garcetti of District 13.  The recipients were nine 
exemplary Filipino-American physicians and four nurses.  
 
Councilmember Alarcon acknowledged Filipino Americans as an 
integral part of the healthcare workforce in the city.  He said that 
the Fil-Am medical professionals continue to meet the demands of 
an expanding healthcare system with their demonstrated skill, 
work ethic and passion.  Everyone who encounters Filipinos in 
hospitals can rest assured that they are highly-qualified 
professionals with unquestionable credentials, he added.   
 
Councilmember Tom Labonge (DisǘǊƛŎǘ пύ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΩ 
high praise for Filipinos in helping the United States meet its 
healthcare needs. 
 
In her response to the Councilmembers, Consul General Aragon 
expressed her profound appreciation to the City Council for 
recognizing Filipino Americans who have distinguished themselves 
in the field of healthcare services in Los Angeles.  She added that 
over the years, Fil-Am healthcare workers have established a solid 
reputation in many parts of the world, particularly in the United 
States. She thanked Council members Garcetti and Alarcon for 
continuing to champion Filipino American causes in Los Angeles.  
 
The Filipino-American awardees were Dr. Francisco P. Quismorio, 
Jr., Dr. Robinson Villaverde Baron, Ms. Mila Velasquez, Ms. Lydia 
Roblow-Jimenez, Dr. Rolando Mercader, Dr. Arnel Joaquin, Dr. 
Erwinn Sistoza, Dr. Mariedel Leviste-Mosqueda, Ms. Violeta 
Unabia, Dr. Edgar Bañez, Dr. Delia Cabansag, and Ms. Josie Jones. 
The awards vindicated the reputation of Filipino health workers 

following the slur on their profession by the television series 
Desperate Housewives. 
 

 
 
Before the awarding of commendations, Consul General Aragon 
met briefly with other Los Angeles City officials, namely Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa, Councilmember Tony Cardenas (District 
6), and Councilmember Wendy Greuel (District 2). 
 
 
 

CONGEN ARAGON HONORED BY L.A. COUNTY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors chaired by Zev 
Yaroslavsky, Supervisor (3rd District), with Gloria Molina, 
Supervisor (1st District), Yvonne B. Burke, Supervisor (2nd District); 
Don Knabe, Supervisor (4th District); and, Michael D. Antonovich, 
Supervisor (5th District), honor The Honorable Mary Jo A. Bernardo 
Aragon for her appointment as Consul General of the Philippines in 
Los Angeles, during ceremonies held on 26 June 2007. 
 
The diplomat is the first-ever Filipino woman consul general 
assigned in the City of Los Angeles. 
 
She said that she looks forward to working even closer with the 
County of Los Angeles in attending to the needs of the Filipino-
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I am pleased to introduce this maiden issue 
of Balanghay, the official newsletter of the 
Philippine Consulate General in Los 
Angeles. 
 
Balanghay is the origin of the word 
ά.ŀǊŀƴƎŀȅΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
smallest local government unit in the 
Philippines.  Balanghay originally referred 

to a common mode of water transportation used by our 
ancestors.  Today, it denotes a community. 
 
The Filipino Community in the United States of America belongs 
to a single Balanghay.  We are united by our common aspirations 
ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  Balanghay also pays tribute to our 
rich maritime history as an archipelagic state.  Much as our sea-
faring ancestors, modern-day Filipinos do not consider the vast 
ocean as an obstacle to pursuing and achieving their goals and 
satisfying their wanderlust. 
 
We hope that this newsletter will serve as a bridge for better 
understanding, cooperation and collaboration between the 
Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles and the Filipino 
Communities in Southern California, Southern Nevada, Arizona, 
New Mexico and Texas. 
 
Mabuhay!  
 
 
   MARY JO BERNARDO ARAGON 
              Consul General 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo-Aragon assumed the 
presidency of the ASEAN Ladies Circle of Los Angeles (ALCLA), for 
a term of one year, in a simple ceremony held on 11 January 
2008 at the Indonesian Consulate.  Ms. Elga Sharpe, Chief of 
Protocol of the City of Los Angeles, administered her oath of 
ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ![/[!Ωǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 
committee.   
 

The ALCLA executive committee is composed of Consul General 
Mary Jo Aragon (Philippines)-President; Madam Kamolrat Boon-
Long (Thailand)-Vice President; Madam Norzelah Mohd. Zakaria 
Anwar (Malaysia)-Patron; Madam Haryati Subijaksono 
(Indonesia)-Patron; Rowena Sierra (Philippines)-Secretary I; 
Wendy Wagner (Thailand)-Secretary II & Information Section 
Leader; Islina Ismail (Malaysia)-Treasurer; Ruzi Lindstrom 
(Malaysia)-Cultural Section Leader; Mahdiana Mosher 
(Indonesia)-Social Section Leader; Yvonne Paredes (Philippines)-
Sports Section Leader. 
 

ALCLA, a non-profit organization, was formed by the wives of the 
Consuls General of Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippine and Thailand 
on 8 May 1991 to promote mutual understanding and 
cooperation among ASEAN women and to acquaint its members 
and the general public with the ideals and aims of the ASEAN.  It 
holds regular gatherings among its members and friends to 
promote ASEAN friendship through socio-cultural and other 
related activities. 
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The first άCƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ±ƛǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ !ǿŀǊŘǎέ dubbed as the 
άƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ ŀƴŘ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅέ was held on 7 March 2008, 
drawing to the Kodak Theatre ς home of the Oscars ς Filipino 
and FilAm celebrities. 
 
The Visionary Awards also seeks to honor outstanding Filipinos 
and Filipino Americans who have made a difference in 
Hollywood and the Philippines and whose contributions have 
ǳǇƭƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΦέ 
 
The Visionary Awards was conceptualized and produced by 
NuVision Worldwide Media, LLC headed by its president/CEO 
Ramil Q. Gonzales. NuVision aims to make a difference in the 
entertainment industry by giving recognition to those who excel 
in their respective fields and have raised awareness of the 
CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻΩǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 
television, film, music, sports and public service. 
 
 
 
 
The Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO) is now accepting 
nominations to the 2008 Presidential Awards for Filipino 
Individuals and Organizations Overseas. The Presidential Awards 
is a biennial search to recognize exceptional individuals and 
organizations for their outstanding contribution to Philippine 
progress and development. The Awards are also conferred on 
overseas Filipinos who have shown excellence and distinction in 
their work or profession.  
 
The Primer containing the rules and guidelines for the awards as 
well as the nomination forms maybe obtained by writing the 
Philippine Consulate General c/o the Cultural Section at 3600 
Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 500 Los Angeles, CA 90010 or by downloading 
it from the CFO website (www.cfo.gov.ph). 
 
The Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles will accept 
completed forms with complete supporting documents for 
evaluation and possible endorsement to the CFO up to the end of 
the business hour (5:00 p.m.) of 02 May 2008. 

Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon was the presentor for 
the Visionary Award for Courage which was awarded to Sen. 
Bong Revilla. 
 
Among the awardees were 5ƻƭǇƘȅΣ .ƭŀŎƪ 9ȅŜŘ tŜŀǎΩ ŀǇƭΦŘŜΦŀǇ, 
Brian McKnight, Nia Peeples, Reggie Lee, Anna Maria Perez de 
Tagle and Sen. Robert Jaworski, Tito, Vic and Joey, Francis 
Magalona, Richard Gutierrez, Mike Enriquez, and Rudy 
Fernandez. Both GMA-7 and ABS-CBN television networks were 
also awarded. 

 

Fil-Am DENISE DADOR, 
ABC 7 Eyewitness News 
Health Specialist and 
Reporter, was awarded 
by the Los Angeles 
County Commission for 
Women (LACCW) the 
Community-At-Large 
Award for Media/Arts 
during the 23rd Annual 
ά²ƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊέ !ǿŀǊŘǎ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ мл aŀǊŎƘ нллу 
at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel. 
 
aǎΦ 5ŀŘƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ !./ т ά9ȅŜǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ bŜǿǎέ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ мффуΣ 
has forged an impressive career as a television reporter, focusing 
the media spotlight on issues affecting women and their families.  
IŜǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ !./ т άIŜŀƭǘƘȅ [ƛǾƛƴƎέ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ 
and keep the community informed, empowered and motivated. 
 
Ms. Dador has received numerous journalism and community 
service awards. She has been honored by the American Heart 
Association, the American Cancer Society, the March of Dimes 
and the Sjogren's Foundation. She was also honored by the 
Michigan chapter of the National Association of Broadcasters 
Emmy for outstanding new feature reporting.  She garnered the 
άtǊƻŦƛƭŜǎ ƛƴ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎέ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ŀƴŎŜǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ aŜŘƛŀέ 
award from the National Marrow Donor Program for her special 
reports on the need for bone marrow donors. Ms. Dador has also 
ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ άōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎέ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
2001 Seattle Earthquake and an exclusive interview with 
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo regarding terrorist activities 
in the Philippines.  
 
Ms. Dador is also active on the board of the Los Angeles chapter 
of the Asian-American Journalist Association to advance 
opportunities for Asian-Americans and guide young journalist 
find their way.  She serves as the official spokesperson for the 
Filipina marketing outreach program of the Office of ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Health Cervical Cancer Prevention & Education Initiative, 
promoting the 1-800 hotline for free Pap tests for low income 
women. 
 

FILIPINO AMERICAN VISIONARY AWARDS  

2008 PRESIDENTIAL AWARDS  

FIL-AM AWARDED BY THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

http://www.cfo.gov.ph/
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Front Row (L-R): Dick Lim, Pete de Pacina, Edwin Caraos, Rodel 
Lomibao, Amor Ibañez, Carlo Cabral 
 
Second Row (L-R): Vice Consul Jim Tito San Agustin, Consul 
Daniel R. Espiritu, Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon, Vice 
Consul Edward Yulo, Vice Consul Charmaine Serna-Chua 
 
Third Row (L-R): Judith Bucao (PTIC), Adrian Peran, Acel Julian, 
Carryn Espiritu, Lyn Cabral, Steneli Alviar, Alicia Bautista, Rowena 
Namay, Estrella Perez, Michael Martinez, Liza Salvador, Cora 
Villanueva, Edmund Gidaya, Marie Ople, Tess Villanueva, 
Roderick Sierra, Rowena Sierra, Moises Ocampo and Lynda 
Balawag  
 
(Not in photo: Adonis Duero and Manny Moran and the newly 
arrived officer, Vice Consul Ruel Gunabe, who replaced Vice 
Consul Edward Yulo) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Philippine Consulate 
General and the Office of 
the Department of 
Tourism in Los Angeles 
launched on 13 February 
2008 the 4th 
!ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎΩκ/ƻƴǎǳƭǎΩ 
General and Tourism 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ ¢ƻǳǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
will be held on 12-15 July 
2008.  Participants and friends from the media attended the jam-
packed Rizal Hall of the Philippine Consulate.   
 
The tour, now on its fourth year, is a joint collaboration among 
the Department of Foreign Affairs, Department of Tourism and 
the Department of Trade and Industry, through the collective 
efforts of the Philippine Ambassadors, Consuls General, 
Honorary Consuls and Tourism Directors based in the United 
States of America and Canada. 
 
Around 600 participants joined the tour in 2007τwith 146 
coming from Southern California.  Since the inaugural tour of 
2005, a marked increase in the number of participants has been 
observed.  This year, the Consulate and Tourism Office in Los 
Angeles have been designated as coordinators for the 2008 tour.  
The tour gives our kababayans the opportunity to witness first-
hand the economic progress the country has achieved and for 
them to rediscover their homeland.   
 
For more information about the tour, interested participants 
may call the Philippine Consulate General (Cultural Section) or 
the Office of Tourism Director in Los Angeles at 213-637-3031 
and 213-487-4525, respectively. 
 
 
 
 

TOURISM NEWS:  4 TH  ACGTDT LAUNCHED   THE LOS ANGELES PCG TEAM 

With the assistance of the Philippine Trade and Investment Center 
(PTIC) Los Angeles under the administrative supervision of the 
Philippine Consulate General, the visit of officials from the Department 
of Agriculture (DA) and seven (7) Philippine exporters in Los Angeles 
was marked with success. 
 
Three (3) investors met with Assistant Secretary Josyline Javelosa and 
Mr. Marriz Agbon, President of Philippine Agricultural Development 
and Commercial Corporation (PADCC) and Focal Person of Bio-fuel 
Group, of the Department of Agriculture on March 14, 2008 at Hilton 
Universal City.  
 
Mr. Nassif Burkhuch, President of Golden Valley Seed, presented to DA 
officials a Letter of InǘŜƴǘ ό[hLύ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ 
invest US$ 1 million in the Philippines within a three (3) year period. 
His company will undertake research, development and production of 
seed in the country. 
 
Mr. Wesley Marr, Principal of TART LLC, and his partner Mr. Keith 
Turner, Principal of Golden Pacific Management LLC, and Mr. Glenn 
Barroga, representative of RSEI Ecodynamics, have discussed their 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ōƛƻ-fuel in the Philippines. 
Executives of the companies will visit the Philippines in the 2

nd
 quarter  

of 2008 to pursue discussion of their investment plans. 
 
Another investor, Mr. Arnold Klann, President and CEO of BlueFire 
Ethanol, met with Secretary Arthur C. Yap of the Department of 
Agriculture in Washington D.C. ahead of the Los Angeles schedule. 
According to Assistant Secretary Josyline Javelosa, Mr. Klann 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ¸ŀǇ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ƛƴ ōƛƻ-
fuel project in the Philippines. Mr. Klann will visit the Philippines in 
September 2008. 
 
In the afternoon of March 14, seven (7) Philippine exporters had table 
display of their respective products that include virgin coconut oil, 
coconut sugar, coconut syrup, mango rolls, ampalaya capsules, coffee 
and tea, dietary supplements and others at Mandarin AB of Hilton 
Universal City. Executives from ten (10) US mainstream and oriental 
food importing companies met with the Philippine exporters. Most of 
the importers have expressed enthusiasm in establishing business 
relationship with the exporters and their interest to pursue further 
discussion on importing Philippine products.  
 
Some of the importers visited the Philippine booth at the Natural 
Product Expo West held at Anaheim Convention Center which was 
participated in by the Philippine exporters last March 14 to 16, 2008. 

TRADE AND INVESTMENT NEWS:  Visit of D.A. Officials and Philippine Exporters a Success 


