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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!!!  

 

 

My warmest greetings to all Filipinos around 

the globe as we celebrate the birth of Christ and 

usher in the New Year. 

 

As the message of joy and hope resonates 

throughout the world, I thank you for your im-

mense contribution to the peace and prosperity of 

our country and our people. 

 

Over the years, you have continuously displayed patriotism 

and concern for the welfare of our beloved Philippines and our 

kababayans here and abroad. 

 

Indeed, our strength lies in our people and our faith in the 

goodness and ability of the Filipino to rise above any difficulty. 

 

With our steadfast commitment and continued cooperation, 

we can succeed in attaining our collective goals to ensure our 

country and people a better and brighter future. 

 

Maligayang Pasko at Mapayapang Bagong Taon sa ating 

lahat. 

 

 

 

 

   BENIGNO S. AQUINO III  

 

25 December 2010, Manila 

 

 

 
That most special time of the year is upon us 

when the world rejoices in the Yuletide season.  Dur-

ing this blessed time, we pause from our busy lives to 

reflect on the true meaning of the season and to joy-

fully share our blessings with loved ones.  Peace and 

goodwill reign in our hearts. 

 

Our thoughts promptly turn to Filipinos overseas and to the dias-

pora of relatives and friends making their mark beyond our shores.  

We admire their perseverance and we are grateful for their contribu-

tion to Philippine economic growth. 

 

We also think of our Foreign Service personnel in 94 Philippine 

embassies, consulates general and missions who faithfully serve at 

the frontlines of Philippine diplomacy and consular services.  We 

acknowledge the service they provide to the Filipino people. 

 

During the Overseas Absentee Voting administered by our For-

eign Service Posts this year, Filipinos abroad exercised their right to 

vote thus demonstrating their commitment to democratic ideals. 

 

President Aquinoôs resolve in bringing about meaningful re-

forms in governance rekindles our optimism for the future. 

 

In the international stage, the Department was fully behind 

President Aquino in his initial engagements as chief architect of Phil-

ippine foreign policy.  The DFA participated in the following interna-

tional for a where the Philippines made great strides in advancing our 

interests: 

 

In New York for the 65th UN General Assembly, the 2nd 

ASEAN-US Leaders Meeting, the signing of the MCA 

Compact Agreement, pull-aside talks with President Obama 

and bilateral meetings with Vietnam, Malaysia, and Singa-

pore, as well as business meetings promising P2.7 billion 

worth of investment; 

 

In Hanoi, Vietnam for a State Visit and the 17th ASEAN 

Summit and Related Summits, where, among others, the 

ASEAN member-states adopted the Presidentôs proposal 

for an ASEAN Nautical Highway or an ASEAN Ro-Ro to 

promote further connectivity among the various ASEAN 

states and its peoples; and 

 

In Yokohama, Japan for APEC 2010 where the President 

secured investment pledges worth $3.655B from three Japa-

nese companies and mounted an appeal for the leveling of 

the playing field on the issuance of travel alerts. 

 

(Continued on next page) 

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT MESSAGE OF THE SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS  
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(Continued from Page 1) 

 

During his first 100 days in office, the President interceded for the 

lives of Filipinos facing death penalties in Malaysia and China.  Under 

his guidance, government representations continue for the commutation 

of death penalty cases in the Middle East.  Distressed OFWs in Kuwait, 

Bahrain, Jeddah, Maldives and Martinique have been repatriated in 

addition to seafarers rescued from Somali waters. 

 

In line with the Presidentôs marching orders for efficient public 

services, the passport application process has been improved so that 

waiting time from entry to exit has been reduced to one hour or less; 

special passport lanes dedicated to OFWs, senior citizens, People with 

Disabilities and families with small children.  An on-line passport ap-

pointment system and ePayment of passport fees through Lank Bank of 

the Philippines are now available, along with a passport delivery ser-

vice system nationwide.  There improvements demonstrate the Depart-

mentôs unfailing resolve to heed the clamor for change. 

 

With all of these achievements of the Department this year, the 

Yuletide season brings with it more than the usual holiday cheer; we 

have every reason to keep the faith with the promise of a better country 

for our people. 

 

Especially this Christmas, we pray for the safety and well-being of 

our beloved overseas Filipinos and their families.  May all of your sac-

rifices in the name of family bring forth dreams fulfilled and a brighter 

future. 

  
 
 

 

 

 

Pasay City, December 2010  

HON. REPRESENTATIVE XAVIER BECERRA VISITS THE 
PHILIPPINE CONSULATE GENERAL IN LOS ANGELES 

Representative Xavier Becerra , D-31st District of California, 
met with members of the Filipino-American community on 26 
August 2010 in Los Angeles particularly the World War II veter-
ans and advocates of the Save Our Industries (SAVE) Act at 
the Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles. 
 
During the small group meeting at the Office of the Consul 
General, Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon requested 
the support of Congressman Becerra for the SAVE Act. 
 
Also in attendance were Deputy Consul General Daniel R. 
Espiritu, Trade and Investment Representative Archimedes 
Gomez and members of the Southern California Pilipino Cham-
ber of Commerce 
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Representative Xavier Becerra (center) poses with Consul General Mary Jo 

Bernardo Aragon, World War II veterans and guests for a souvenir photo at 

the conclusion of the meeting. 

VOTE FOR PUERTO PRINCESA UNDERGROUND 
RIVER ï 7 WONDERS OF NATURE CAMPAIGN  

 

Puerto Princesa Underground River  has been selected as 
one of the twenty -eight (28) finalists  in a global survey of 7 
Wonders of Nature Campaign . 
 
The 7 Wonders of Nature Campaign is ongoing until mid -
2011 and voting is done by way of http://
www.new7wonders.com .  Winners will be announced in No-
vember 2011 . 
 
The 7 Wonders of Nature Campaign is a private global poll run 
by the 7 Wonders of the World Foundation based in Switzer-
land.  

http://WWW.PHILIPPINECONSULATELA.ORG
http://www.new7wonders.com
http://www.new7wonders.com
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY SUPERVISORS DECLARE  

OCTOBER AS FILIPINO AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH  

 

 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles proclaimed 

October as ñFilipino American History Monthò at the Board Hearing 

held at the Kenneth Hall of Administration of the Los Angeles County 

Building in downtown Los Angeles on 5 October 2010. 

Photo shows the sponsor of the proclamation, Supervisor Don Knabe, 

presenting the scroll of declaration to Philippine Consul General to Los 

Angeles Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon.  Also in the photo are Ms. Malou 

Mariano of the American Coalition of Filipino Veterans, Mr. Gil Mis-

lang of the Philippine Scouts Heritage Foundation, Deputy Consul Gen-

eral Daniel Espiritu (1st, 2nd and 3rd from left, respectively) and other 

members of the Filipino-American community.  

 

LONG BEACH CITY DECLARE OCTOBER  

AS FILIPINO AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH  

 
  

 

The Mayor and City Council of Long Beach, California pro-

claimed October as ñFilipino American History Monthò at the open-

ing ceremonies of the Ala-ala: Remembrances, Philippine World War 

II Liberation Photo Exhibit held at the Long Beach Public Library on 

09 October 2010.  The exhibit was open to the public from 12 to 30 

October 2010. 

 

Photo shows Long Beach City Council member Robert Garcia 

presenting the scroll of declaration to Philippine Consul General to 

Los Angeles Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon. Also in the photo are mem-

bers of the Filipino-American community in Long Beach.  

 

DECLARATION OF OCTOBER AS FILIPINO -AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH  

 
SSS OVERSEAS PROGRAM 

 
The Philippine Social Security System (SSS) wishes to announce to all its members that they can continue their membership 

even when they are abroad.  SSS maintains its policy that once a member, always a member, and members will never lose pre-
mium contributions for life. 
 

SSS members may continue paying their premiums and avail of the following benefits:  
 

Maternity 

Sickness 

Partial/Permanent Disability 

Retirement with 13th month pay or Christmas bonus 

Death, Funeral or Burial 
 

According to Atty. Sylvette C. Sybico, Department Manager, Foreign Branch Expansion and Monitoring Department, SSS has 
ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ [ǳŎƪȅ aƻƴŜȅΣ aŜǘǊƻōŀƴƪΣ .ŀƴƪ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳǎΦ 
 

Members may also join the SSS Flexi-fund Program or Provident fund by investing any amount (not lower than Php 200.00) 
ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΦ  LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿƴ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜΦ 
 

For queries on SSS matters, including application forms, please visit its website at www.sss.gov.ph or send an email to 
ofw@sss.gov.ph. 

http://www.sss.gov.ph
mailto:ofw@sss.gov.ph
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FIL-AM CHARMETTE BONPUA HONORED POSTHUMOUSLY  
 

  
 
A dedication ceremony was held to unveil the ñThe Charmette Bonpua Skate Park Monumentò in honor of Filipino-American Charmette Bonpua on 
16 September 2010 at the Rancho Cienega Sports Complex in Los Angeles, California. 
 
Charmette Bonpua, prior to her untimely demise in February 2010, served as Chief of Staff to Los Angeles Councilmember Herb J. Wesson, Jr. from 
2005 to 14 February 2010. 
 
The dedication ceremony was attended by Councilmember Wesson, Philippine Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon, members of the Bonpua 
family, colleagues, and members of the community of multicultural background. 
 
Left photo shows Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon (standing at right of the monument) with Nijel Binns, sculptor of The Charmette Bonpua 
Skate Park Monument, and the mother of Charmette. 
 
Right photos shows the photo of Charmette Bonpua as Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon delivers her remarks.  At the background are 
Councilmembers Herb J. Wesson, Jr., members of Charmetteôs family, guests and her colleagues, who were all clad in Barong Tagalog as tribute to 
Charmette.  

ANNUAL SIMBANG GABI AND PARADE OF  
LANTERNS AT THE CATHEDRAL  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The annual ñSimbang Gabi and Parade of Parolsò, which marks the start of the 9-day novena mass before Christmas, was held on 
15 December 2010 at the Our Lady of the Angels Cathedral located in downtown Los Angeles.  

 
The event was held under the auspices of the Office of the Filipino Ministry of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
and was officiated by His Eminence Cardinal Roger Mahoney, who celebrated his last Simbang Gabi as the 
head of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.  He was joined by the Auxiliary Bishops of Los Angeles and more 
than 30 clerics during the celebration.  In his homily, Cardinal Mahoney emphasized the importance of the 
Filipino family ties as an effective tool for evangelization. 
 
During the culmination of the mass, Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon presented to Cardinal Roger 
Mahoney a Plaque of Appreciation recognizing his quarter of a century of dedicated stewardship of the Arch-
diocese of Los Angeles, his untiring advocacy to celebrate the diverse experiences, cultures and charisms of 
the faithful in Los Angeles, and the indelible mark he will be leaving in the hearts of the Filipino-Americans in 
our community. 
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PSOSEC CLASS 2009-73 VISITS THE CONSULATE  
 

 
 
The Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles hosted a dinner reception on 12 August 2010 in honor of the partici-
pants of the Public Safety Officers Senior Executive Course (PSOSEC) Class 2009-73.  The delegation was headed 
by PSupt. Eduardo Paras and was accompanied by their counterparts from the Los Angeles Division of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) led by Mr. Mike Dehncke, Acting Supervisory Special Agent. 
 
The PSOSEC participants are in Los Angeles to attend the FBI Seminar and Foreign Educational Tour at the FBI Field 
Office. 
 
Photo above shows Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon with members of PSOSEC Class 2009-73 and officials 
of the Los Angeles Division of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).  

PRESS BRIEFING & TOWN-HALL MEETING ON SAVE ACT  
 

  
 

Ms. Maria Teresita Jocson-Agoncillo (left photo), Executive Director, Confederation of Garment Exporters of the Philip-
pines (CONGEP), presents before the members of the Filipino-American community and media the strategies that 
would have to be adopted to promote the Save Our Industries Act (SAVE Act) and the Investment Opportunities in the 
Philippine Garment and Apparel Industry during the Press Briefing and Town-Hall Meeting held on 31 August 2010 at 
Maxôs Restaurant, Glendale, CA.    
 
Right photo:  With Ms. Jocson-Agoncillo during the briefing were Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo-Aragon, Mr. Rom-
ulo Manlapig of Philippine Trade and Investment Center (PTIC), Washington DC and Mr. Archimedes Gomez of PTIC-
Los Angeles (standing). 



B A L A N G H A Y  Page | 6 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon welcomed the participants to the Outbound Business Matching (OBM) Mission to Los 
Angeles during a briefing held at the Philippine Consulate General on 3 December 2010.  The OBM Mission was organized by the 
Philippine Trade and Investment Center (PTIC-LA) based in Los Angeles headed by Trade Representative Archimedes Gomez. 
 
The delegation was composed of nineteen (19) food exporters carrying food products with high export potential in the United States 
not only for the Asian and Filipino communities but also for the mainstream market.  This Mission will serve as a starting point in 
creating a Filipino Food Section in the supermarkets in the U.S. in the future.  The products these companies carry are guaranteed 
to meet the U.S. import requirements on food safety and quality. 
 
The objectives of the OBM Mission are to create broader awareness on the Philippine food products; to observe and meet with ex-
ecutives of other chain of stores (i.e. other Asian, Hispanic and Mainstream) to find potential collaborative partners and the possibil-
ity of expanding the distribution channels of Philippine-made products; and, to book and/or negotiate future sales during the busi-
ness-to-business matching activity. 
 
During the briefing, Consul General made clear to the participants that this is a non-selling mission. 
 
On 4-5 December 2010, a food fair was held at the Seafood City in Eagle Rock, L.A.  Activities include cooking demonstrations, 
comedy skits, showcase of Filipino games, and Lucky Me! Hot & Spicy eating contest and raffles.  
 
A Business Matching event was held on 7 December 2010 at the Pacific Palm Resort Hotel.   
 
Left photo shows Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon (standing) as she delivers her welcome remarks during the briefing for 
the participants for the Outbound Business Matching (OBM) Mission to Los Angeles.  With the Consul General are (from right) 
Trade Representative Archimedes Gomez, Deputy Consul General Daniel R. Espiritu, Capt. Perfecto C. Pascual, Manager, Seaport 
Department, Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA), and Mr. Raul F. Marcelo, Deputy Administrator for Business Group, SBMA.   
 
Right photo shows the participants, representing nineteen (19) food exporters, during the briefing held at the Philippine Consulate 
General. 

 

OUTBOUND BUSINESS MATCHING (OBM) MISSION TO LOS ANGELES  

PHILIPPINE CONSULATE GENERAL LEADS THE RIZAL DAY CELEBRATION IN LOS ANGELES  
 

 
Deputy Consul General Daniel Espiritu (5

th
 from right) led 

the Filipino community leaders at the floral offering before 
the bust of Dr. Jose Rizal at the opening of the Celebration 
of Rizal Day held by the Knights of Rizal at the Filipino-
American Community Center in Los Angeles on 30 Decem-
ber 2010. The day-long affair, which featured presentations 
on the life and works of Dr. Jose Rizal, was attended by 
representatives of Filipino organizations and delegates of 
the Knights of Rizal from Southern California and Las Ve-
gas, Nevada. 

 
   


