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The City of Carson, the Philippine Consulate General and the 
Jose P. Rizal Monument Movement held a Groundbreaking 
Ceremony on 5 November 2011 at the International Sculpture 
Garden in Carson City.   
 
The event was attended by officials of the City of Carson led by 
Mayor Jim Dear, the Consulate General of the Philippines in Los 
Angeles led by Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon, Jose 
P. Rizal Monument Movement led by Mr. Chito Mandap, and 
members of the Filipino-American community and the media.  
 
Photo shows (L-R) Philippine Deputy Consul General Daniel R. 
Espiritu; Carson City Councilmember Mike A. Gipson; Carson 
City Mayor Pro-Tempore Julie Ruiz-Raber; Carson City Mayor 
Jim Dear; Philippine Consul General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon; 
Carson City Councilmember Elito M. Santarina; Mr. Chito Man-
dap, Chairman, Jose P. Rizal Monument Movement; Carson City 
Councilmember Lula Davis-Holmes; and, Director Annie 
Cuevas, Department of Tourism-Los Angeles leading the 
Groundbreaking Ceremony.  

 

RIZAL MONUMENT GROUNDBREAKING 

CEREMONY  

His Excellency Jose L. Cuisia, Jr., Philippine Ambassador to the 
United States, visited Los Angeles and San Diego on 2-4 De-
cember 2011.  This is the first visit of Ambassador Cuisia to 
Southern California.   
 
During his visit to Los Angeles, Ambassador Cuisia took the 
opportunity to meet with the members of the Filipino-American 
community in a Pulongbayan (Town-Hall Meeting) held on 2 
December 2011 at the Rizal Hall of the Consulate General.  He 
briefed the attendees, which included members of the press, 
official of the various Filipino-American organizations, Chambers 
of Commerce, veterans, and alumni associations, on develop-
ments in the Philippinesô relations with the United States.  He 
also encouraged the attendees to support the campaign for the 
passage of the SAVE Act and participate in Philippine and U.S. 
elections, among others.   
 
Prior to his meeting with the community, Ambassador Cuisia 
earliler met with the officers and members of the Asian Food 
Trade Association (AFTA); officials of the  United Chambers of 
Commerce of San Fernando Valley and Region together with 
leaders from the Pilipino Chamber of Commerce of Southern 
California; and the officers and members of the International 
Society of Filipinos in Finance and Accounting (ISFFA). 
 
While in San Diego, Ambassador Cuisia took the opportunity to 
meet separately with the following: Congressman Bob Filner; 
Dean Michael Cunningham of San Diego State University; Capt. 
Fred Winton Smith, Jr., Base Commander, San Diego Naval 
Base; and, Mr. Hampton Brown, Manager of Route Service De-
velopment at the San Diego Regional Airport Authority. 
 
Ambassador Cuisia also attended a Filipino community meeting 
organized by the Council of Pilipino-American Organizations 
(COPAO) at the National City Library; and, delivered a message 
during the 14th Annual Parol Philippine Lantern Festival by the 
Philippine Performing Arts Company.  The Ambassador was 
also the Guest of Honor at the NaFFAA Region 10 Regional 
Conference and Dinner Dance. 

 

AMBASSADOR JOSE L. CUISIA, JR.  

VISITS LOS ANGELES AND SAN DIEGO  

The Philippine Consulate General in Los Angeles and Cerritos 
City Councilmember Mark Pulido co-hosted the book launch of 
former President Fidel Valdez Ramos (FVR) on 10 October 2011 
at the Skyline Room, Cerritos Public Library, City of Cerritos.  
 
The book, entitled ñTrustee of the Nation: The Biography of Fidel 
V. Ramosò which was authored by W. Scott Thompson is the 
only official biography endorsed by the former president.  
 
The event was attended by Cerritos City government officials, 
students and residents, members of the Filipino-American com-
munity and the media.  

(continued on page 2) 

 

TRUSTEE OF THE NATION:  

THE BIOGRAPHY OF FIDEL V. RAMOS  
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U.S. Congressman Ed Royce (R-CA, 40th District) announced that he 
is a co-sponsor of the SAVE Act (H.R. 2387) in his message during the 
17th Annual Awards Night and Gala of the Filipino American Chamber 
of Commerce of Orange County (FACCOC). 
 
Congressman Royce, an attendee of the said event, was also honored 
by FACCOC with the Legislator Maharlika Award for continuously sup-
porting the Chamberôs programs which have reached and assisted 
many small businesses over the years.   
 
In the awarding ceremony, the introduction given for Congressman 
Royce already mentioned his recent co-sponsorship of the SAVE Act 
(H.R.2387) among his list of accomplishments and work in relation to 
the Philippines. 
 
From left to right, the photo shows Mr. Rodolfo A. Jao, FACCOC Presi-
dent-Elect 2012-2013, Congressman Ed Royce, Vice Consul Mary Joy 
Ramirez, Ms. Erlinda C. Sarno, FACCOC Director Emeritus, and Ms. 
Young O. Kim, District Representative and Director for Asian Commu-
nity Relations and Affairs of the District Office of Congressman Royce.   

 

CONGRESSMAN ED ROYCE ANNOUNCES 
HIS CO-SPONSORSHIP OF THE SAVE ACT   

(continuation; Trustee of the Nation) 

Photo shows FVR accepting the key to the City of Cerritos from 
Cerritos City Mayor Carol K. Chen (5th from right).  Also in photo 
are (L-R) Mayor Pro Tem Jim Edwards, Councilmember Bruce W. 
Barrows, Councilmember Mark Pulido, FVR, Mayor Chen, Consul 
General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon, and W. Scott Thompson.  
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The annual Simbang Gabi and the Parade of Parols (Lanterns) was 
held last night at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels located in 
downtown Los Angeles.  This yearôs event, which was held under the 
auspices of the Filipino Ministry of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
was organized and coordinated by the San Fernando Region. 
 
His Excellency, Most Reverend Jose H. Gomez, Archbishop of Los 
Angeles, led the Eucharistic celebration with the Auxiliary Bishops and 
clerics of Los Angeles.  This yearôs theme, which was approved by 
parish representatives from the San Fernando Valley Pastoral Region, 
is ñJesus, Our Light, Ignite Our Hearts to Evangelizeò (Hesus, Aming 
Liwanag, Pag-alabin Mo Ang Aming Puso Nang Maipahayag Ka). 
 
Different parishes, Catholic organizations, civic and non-governmental 
organizations throughout Los Angeles and the Philippine Consulate 
General, paraded their Parols (star lanterns) prior to the Eucharistic 
celebration.  
 

 

ANNUAL SIMBANG GABI  
AND PARADE OF LANTERNS  


